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INTRODUCTION
First, a reminder repeated from last spring that all reports compiled for this
Spring Seasonal Report are evaluated against current knowledge as presented in Birds
of Nebraska – Online (“BONO”; https://birds.outdoornebraska.gov/). If you have
records that are not in BONO, please let me know at silcock@rosssilcock.com.
A total of 163 observers contributed to this report. This spring several
observers were quite active statewide, resulting in interesting discoveries among
waterfowl hybrids, subspecies distributions, breeding and spatial range expansions,
and more than usual early and late dates and high counts, not to mention a couple of
extreme rarities.
Speaking of BONO, readers will note a new section under “Species
Accounts” that deals with hybrids reported in Nebraska. A surprising 47 are listed, 26
of these waterfowl. If you like waterfowl hybrids, read on! This report deals with 14
such hybrids, four newly documented for the state. Several non-waterfowl hybrids
feature in this report as well.
Interesting finds regarding subspecies include photos of Branta hutchinsii
taverneri Cackling Geese (check out the characteristically shaped head profiles),
Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers, Warbling Vireo, White-breasted Nuthatch, and
White-crowned Sparrow.
Always important are changes in breeding ranges; this spring notable
expansions were documented for Sandhill Crane, Barred Owl, Pileated Woodpecker,
Tufted Titmouse, and extraordinarily, Louisiana Waterthrush 200 miles westward in
the Niobrara River Valley. One to watch is Dusky Flycatcher, which along with Broadtailed Hummingbird may be an incipient breeder in the Panhandle based on increasing
spring reports.
Significant distributional reports involved Common Poorwill east and Whippoor-will and American Woodcock west, Say’s Phoebe, Rock Wren, and Bullock’s x
Baltimore Oriole east, and Cassin’s Sparrow north.
Most early and late dates were not exceptional, but definitely so was a
Forster’s Tern record early by a month, nicely photographed.
Numbers are always interesting and this spring a lot of attention was focused
on presumed weather-related losses of Eastern Phoebe and Eastern Bluebird; the
accounts for these discuss this phenomenon in detail. Exceptional single
observer/single location high counts were 20+ Lesser Black-backed Gulls, 9000 Cliff
Swallows, 314 Swainson’s Thrushes overhead at night, 150 American Redstarts, and
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a “banner year” for Alder Flycatcher, likely due to a westward migration shift. Some
shorebirds arrived a little late, including Black-bellied Plover, Mountain Plover,
Upland Sandpiper, Sanderling, and Long-billed Dowitcher, but early were American
Golden-Plover and Hudsonian Godwit.
Rarities were led by the amazing first state record Broad-billed
Hummingbird (Nebraska’s 8th hummer species), two Common Cranes, a Vermilion
Flycatcher, apparent continuing Clark’s Nutcrackers, and the discovery of two
Common Ravens in Sioux Co following the appearance of the first modern state record
single bird nearby this spring.

ABBREVIATIONS
BOL: Branched Oak SRA, Lancaster Co
BONO: Birds of Nebraska – Online
Co(s): County (ies)
CLNWR: Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co
GPD: Gavins Point Dam area, Cedar and Knox Cos
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha and Richardson Cos
LM: Lake McConaughy, Keith and Garden Co
LO: Lake Ogallala, Keith Co
m.ob.: many observers
MWCW: Marsh Wren Community Wetlands, Lincoln, Lancaster Co
NM: National Monument
NNF: Nebraska National Forest
NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union
NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge
OPPD: Omaha Public Power District, Omaha, Douglas Co
OR: Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co
PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co
RA: Recreation Area
SHP: State Historical Park
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s)
SP: State Park
SRA: State Recreation Area
VNWR: Valentine NWR, Cherry Co
WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln, Lancaster Co
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area
WTP: Water Treatment Plant
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: There were two reports at the end of May: 28 May at
Kissinger Basin WMA, Clay Co, (CS) and two at Cody Park, Lincoln Co, 31
May (JM). Of about 43 records, only three are for Apr and May.
Snow Goose: Routine reports.
Snow Goose x Ross’s Goose: There were two reports: singles were in Scotts Bluff Co
20 Mar (SMl) and Seward Co 28 Mar (CS, SMa). Since these are only the 3rd
and 4th eBird records, this hybrid is likely under-reported.
Snow Goose x Cackling Goose: The 13th and 14th records were of one on 3 Mar and
three the same day at a different Scotts Bluff Co location (SMl).
Ross’s Goose: Routine reports.
Swan Goose: “Park” birds were singles at Charlie’s on the Lake, Douglas Co, 13 Mar16 May (m. ob.) and two at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 26 May (MS).
Greater White-fronted Goose: Higher numbers than usual straggled into late Apr:
best counts were 85 in Dixon Co 24 Apr (CS, BFH, MB, EB) and 11-12 at
Enola Lake, Madison Co, 27-30 Apr (MB, PR).
Greater White-fronted Goose x Cackling Goose: Only the 2nd report for the state
was one in Scotts Bluff Co 3 Mar (SMl).
Greater White-fronted Goose x Canada Goose: The 2nd and 3rd records for the state
were of singles in Scotts Bluff Co 3 Mar (SMl) and in Washington Co 12 Mar
(BFH, EB, CS).
Graylag Goose: Two resident “park” birds were at Lakeside Park, Douglas Co,
through the period (m. ob.).
Graylag Goose x Swan Goose: One apparently resident “park” bird was at Ta-HaZouka Park, Madison Co, 24 Apr (PR).

Cackling Geese of presumed subspecies Branta hutchinsii taverneri at Cochran Lake, Scotts
Bluff Co, 20 Mar 2021, part of a flock of 80 photographed by Steven Mlodinow. The less
blocky-headed appearance and bulkier bills in comparison with subspecies B. h. hutchinsii are
shown in the leftmost two birds. Smaller size relative to accompanying Snow Geese is also
apparent.
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Cackling Goose: A good tally was the 3200 near Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 3 Mar
(SMl). Subspecies Branta hutchinsii taverneri, which breeds on the north
slope of northwestern Canada and northeastern Alaska, has been reported in
Nebraska previously but without tangible evidence. However, a flock of 80
small white-cheeked geese at Cochran Lake, Scotts Bluff Co, 20 Mar, while
exhibiting some variation in head and bill structure and extent of the white
cheek patch, were generally typical of this subspecies occurring along the
West Coast (SMl). Variation might indeed be expected in birds from the
summer range cited above due to probable range overlap and putative
interbreeding there between Cackling Goose subspecies B. h. taverneri and
B. h. hutchinsii, or even between Cackling Geese and Canada Goose
subspecies Branta canadensis parvipes.
Canada Goose: There were a few reports of “Branta canadensis” group birds (per
eBird, includes B. c. interior and B. c. parvipes), generally described as
intermediate in size between Cackling and large Canada Geese with steeper
forecrowns and shorter necks (SMa, JGJ, CS, KH). In eastern Nebraska these
are likely to be B. c. interior, and elsewhere B. c. parvipes, although the
taxonomic status, distribution, and field identification of the latter is not well
delineated.

This Blue-winged Teal x Northern Shoveler, first for the state, was photographed by
Mark Brogie in Antelope Co 17 May.
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Mute Swan: The only reports were from North Park, Holdrege, Phelps Co, where one
of a donated pair died and the survivor was seen 28 May (DC, MA), and two
of the managed group at Yanney Heritage Park, Buffalo Co, 9 Apr (CB).
Trumpeter Swan: A pair was at the Ravenna, Buffalo Co, breeding site 13 Apr-26
May, but no evidence of nesting was apparent (WF).
Tundra Swan: One at LO 3 Apr (LB) was tardy, but quite late was one at Maple Creek
RA, Platte Co, 19-28 Apr (CS, m. ob.).
Wood Duck: A good count was the 78 at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, 10 Apr (CS).
An early brood of 11 was at Pier Park, Hall Co, 30 Apr (SM).
Blue-winged Teal: An early brood of 12 was at Towl Park, Douglas Co, 9 May (SBr).
Blue-winged Teal x Cinnamon Teal: Of the five reports, four were in the east 14
Apr-9 May (SMl, SBn, JGJ, CP).
Blue-winged Teal x Northern Shoveler: A first state record was one photographed
in Antelope Co 17 May (MB).
Cinnamon Teal: Two in Clay Co 11 Mar (GB) and one at LO the same day (SMa)
were rather early. Although rare in the east, there were about five reports 27
Mar-6 May (m. ob.)
Northern Shoveler: Routine reports.
Gadwall: Routine reports.
Gadwall x Mallard: Nebraska’s 4th record of this hybrid, often referred to as
“Brewer’s Duck”, was one at CLNWR 10 Apr (SMl, photo).
Eurasian Wigeon: About the 35th and 36th spring records were singles at LO 3-10 Apr
(CS, m. ob.), and at Kramper Lake, Dakota Co, 31 May (BFH photo).
Eurasian Wigeon x American Wigeon: One photographed at Kramper Lake, Dakota
Co, 29 Mar (BFH) is the 4th documented record of this hybrid for Nebraska.
American Wigeon: Routine reports.
American Wigeon x Mallard: Another first state record hybrid was one of these at
Cochran Lake, Scotts Bluff Co, 20 Mar (SMl).

This Mallard x American Wigeon (center), first for the state, was at Cochran Lake, Scotts Bluff
Co, 20 Mar, photographed with a pair of American Wigeon by Steven Mlodinow.
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Mallard: An early brood of 10 was at Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co, 28-29 Apr (LE,
DL).
Northern Pintail: Routine reports.
Green-winged Teal: Routine reports.
Canvasback: Routine reports.
Redhead: Routine reports.
Redhead x Lesser Scaup: Yet another first state record for a hybrid was one of these
at GPD, Cedar Co, 21 Mar-1 Apr (CS).

This putative Redhead x Lesser Scaup (left), Nebraska’s first, was in the Gavins Point Dam
area, Cedar Co, 21 Mar-1 Apr, found and here photographed with a Lesser Scaup 1 Apr by
Caleb Strand.

Ring-necked Duck: Routine reports.
Ring-necked Duck x Lesser Scaup: One was identified at GPD, Knox Co, 1 Apr,
another first state record hybrid (CS).
Tufted Duck x Lesser Scaup: A first state record of this hybrid was photographed at
GPD, Knox Co, 13 Apr (CS, EB, MB, BFH).
Greater Scaup: By far a record spring high count was the 180-190 at GPD 31 Mar13 Apr (EB, CS, BP, MB).
Lesser Scaup: Routine reports.
Surf Scoter: Only about the 13th spring record was a female at Summit Lake SRA,
Burt Co, 12-18 Apr (CS, m.ob.).
White-winged Scoter: About the 30th-33rd spring reports were singles at Carter Lake,
Douglas Co, 8 Apr (SMa), Stagecoach Lake, Lancaster Co, 18 Apr (MW, m.
ob.), and at Goose Lake, CLNWR 13-28 May (RSk, KSk, SMa). The Goose
Lake report was record late for spring.
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This hybrid between Tufted Duck and Lesser Scaup, Nebraska’s first, was at Gavins Point
Dam, in Knox Co, 13 Apr, here photographed by Ed Brogie.

Black Scoter: Only the 8th spring record was an apparent female at Crystal Cove Lake,
Dakota Co, 31 Mar (BFH, photo).
Long-tailed Duck: There were four reports. One above GPD 6 Mar was in both Knox
and Cedar Cos (CS, EB), singles were at Maskenthine Lake, Stanton Co, 17
Mar (JT) and at Capitol Beach Lake, Lancaster Co, 14 Apr (LP, photo), and
three were above GPD in both Knox and Cedar Cos 23 Apr (MB, BP).
Bufflehead: Two at Harrison SL, Sioux Co, 26 May (SMl) were tardy, and a good
tally was the 290 at Goose Lake, CLNWR 10 Apr (SMl).
Bufflehead x Common Goldeneye: Only the 3rd state record of this hybrid, 2nd for
spring, was one at GPD, Knox Co, 31 Mar-1 Apr (CS, EB, photos).
Common Goldeneye: One at VNWR 16 May (M&SM) was tardy. A good count was
the 1100 at GPD, Cedar Co, 6 Mar (EB, CS).
Common Goldeneye x Hooded Merganser: The 3rd spring record, all of which have
been males, was of one at GPD, Cedar Co, 6 Mar (CS, EB).
Barrow’s Goldeneye: The only reports, likely of the same male, were from GPD,
Knox and Cedar Cos, 6-7 Mar (EB, CS, SB) and 29 Mar (BB).
Hooded Merganser: Routine reports.
Common Merganser: Routine reports.
Red-breasted Merganser: Singles at Offut Base Lake, Sarpy Co 9 May (L&BP) and
at GPD, Cedar Co, 13 May (GP) were late.
Ruddy Duck: The 1595 at Goose Lake, CLNWR 10 Apr (SMl) was a record high
spring tally.
Northern Bobwhite: Routine reports.
Wild Turkey: Routine reports.
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports.
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Sharp-tailed Grouse x Greater Prairie-Chicken: The only report was of one at
Pelican Lake, VNWR 30 Mar (AH, video).
Greater Prairie-Chicken: There were reports from Stanton, Dixon, and Gage Cos,
east of the mapped range in BONO (GREATER PRAIRIE-CHICKEN - Birds
of Nebraska – Online (outdoornebraska.gov). Two were heard at PSP 29 Apr
(CS, EB, MB), and booming was heard at three locations in Stanton Co: three
miles southeast of Stanton, at Wood Duck WMA three miles west of Stanton,
and three miles west of Wood Duck WMA (JT). In Gage Co one of few
records in the area of Homestead NM was of one there 18 Apr (AL). Six were
found in a disjunct part of the range south of the Platte River in southwestern
Adams Co 20 Mar (PD). Several leks were located in 6-8 miles northwest of
Grand Island, Hall Co, in Mar (SM), another edge-of-range location. This
species barely reaches the Panhandle; in Garden Co four were at Crescent
Lake WMA 10 Apr (SMl) and one was just south near the Blue Creek
crossing the same day (SMl).
Gray Partridge: Reports of 1-2 were from expected locations in Cedar and Knox Cos
(EB, MB, CS, JJo).
Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports.
Pied-billed Grebe: Rather early for the north-central was one near Valentine, Cherry
Co, 25 Mar (M&WS).
Horned Grebe: Routine reports.
Red-necked Grebe: Only the 9th documented spring report, all since 2001, was one at
Stagecoach Lake SRA, Lancaster Co, 17-24 Apr (LE, m. ob.).
Eared Grebe: One at BOL 11 Mar (SM) was 4th-earliest on record. A record spring
tally was the 1045 at Box Butte Reservoir, Dawes Co, 25 May (SMl).
Western Grebe: Rather early for the east were 1-2 at Stagecoach Lake SRA,
Lancaster Co, 14-23 Apr (TG, m.ob.) and 2-3 at BOL 15-18 Apr (LE, CS). A
good tally was the 12,500 at LM 26 Apr (SMl).
Clark’s Grebe: There were three reports of early arrivals: singles were at LM 3 Apr
(CS, EB, LB), CLNWR 10 Apr (SMl), and Enders Reservoir, Chase Co, 11
Apr (MB).
Rock Pigeon: Routine reports.
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Routine reports.
White-winged Dove: One appeared 13 Mar in an Ogallala, Keith Co, yard where
nesting occurred last year, and was joined by another 8 May, when they were
“quite friendly” (JO).
Mourning Dove: A record spring tally was the 125 at Rock Creek SRA, Dundy Co, 2
May (MW).
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Routine reports.
Black-billed Cuckoo: There were two reports of this now-rare species: one was a bit
early at ICSP 13 May (CS, KH, MC, SBr; recording, photos), and another
was in Lancaster Co 18 May (MW, photo).
Common Nighthawk: Routine reports.
Common Poorwill: Far easterly was one flushed and well-described during planting
in Dodge Co 7 May (D&JP). A good count was the 11 along Wright’s Gap
Road, Banner Co, 21 May (SMl).
Chuck-will’s-widow: Routine reports.
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Eastern Whip-poor-will: One was heard at Keystone, Keith Co, 16 May by an
observer familiar with calls of this species and Arizona Whip-poor-will
(CBr). Westerly was one in Hall Co 19 May (AC).
Chimney Swift: The 100 in Norfolk, Madison Co, 5 May (JT) was a good count.
White-throated Swift: Easterly was one found in and released from an apartment
under construction at Bridgeport, Morrill Co, 18 May (TR).

This female Broad-billed Hummingbird, Nebraska’s first, was at Wilderness Park, Lancaster
Co, 15 May 2021, here photographed by finder Caleb Strand.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Westerly was a male in a North Platte, Lincoln Co,
yard 12 May; a female was with the male 23 May (CN, photos). Also near
the west edge of the expected spring migration corridor were three at Fort
Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 29 May (RT). The nine at WP, Lancaster Co, 16
May (CS) was an excellent spring tally.
Broad-tailed Hummingbird: This species continues to be reported in spring, with
now 26 records, 23 of these since 2018. This spring, a male was at the Croft
feeders in Scotts Bluff Co 18 May, two males and a female were there 21
May, and singles of unspecified sex were reported there by several observers
22 May (CC, m. ob.). Another female, from pictures likely a returning bird
from last year, was at the Whittecar feeders in Dawes Co 19-20 May (JW). A
bright male was at a feeder in Chadron, Dawes Co, 28 May (YC, photos).
Broad-billed Hummingbird: An amazing first state record, Nebraska’s 8th
hummingbird species, was one at WP, Lancaster Co, 15 May (CS, JGJ, MW;
photos). This species has a pattern of northeastward vagrancy from the
southwestern USA in spring and fall, including at least 20 records north to
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Upper Michigan and east to New Brunswick and North Carolina (eBird.org,
accessed May 2021).

This female Broad-billed Hummingbird, Nebraska’s first, was at Wilderness Park, Lancaster
Co, 15 May 2021, here photographed by Michael Willison.

Virginia Rail: Routine reports.
Sora: Quite early was one at Red Fox WMA, Stanton Co, 4 Apr (EB, LB).
Common Gallinule: The only reports were of singles at WP 24-31 May (LS, JS, LSu,
m. ob.) and Kissinger Basin WMA, Clay Co, 28 May (CS).
American Coot: The 3800 at BOL 18 Apr (CS) was a good count. Five “whiteshielded” coots were reported 1 Apr-20 May at three locations in Knox and
Douglas Cos (SMa, CS); there are now seven such reports since reporting
began in eBird in 2020, all in spring as might be expected if the extent of the
white shield is hormonally driven.
Sandhill Crane: Peak count in the Panhandle was the 9750 in the Lake Minatare Road
area, Scotts Bluff Co, 28 Mar (KD). One at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co,
22 May (KD) may have been a breeder at this known location. Exciting was
a photograph of a pair with a colt in the North Platte, Lincoln Co, area 23
May (LJ fide TJW); breeding has been suspected here but previously
unproven. Unfortunately, and possibly related, one along Wildlife Road,
Lincoln Co, 29 May was reportedly in “poor condition” (RE). Reports from
Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, continue to intrigue; two were seen in the
wetlands to the north 25-28 Mar (PH, m. ob.), but only one was seen through
8 May (PH, m. ob.), suggesting a nesting attempt, which has not yet been
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proven at this site. A strange find was the two birds calling continuously on
a hilltop at Hayes Center WMA, Hayes Co, 4 Apr; the observer suggested
they might be lost inexperienced migrants looking for company (WF). A
leucistic individual was in Kearney Co 26 Mar and a piebald (mottled)
individual also in Kearney Co 27 Mar (TEL).
Common Crane: One was observed in Kearney Co 19-27 Mar (PKo, m. ob.) and a
surprising two birds were there but only on 21 Mar (BB, m. ob.). Meanwhile,
a single bird was seen in Buffalo Co 20, 26, and 30 Mar and 6 Apr (LK, m.
ob.), but not 21 Mar, suggesting it was the second bird seen that day in
Kearney Co. These are the 19th and 20th Nebraska records.
Whooping Crane: One was westerly at Lewellen, Garden Co, 18-20 Mar (JY, CNu),
and another arrived a little early near Doniphan, Hall Co, 5 Mar and remained
through 15 Mar (SH, m. ob.).
Black-necked Stilt: Arrivals continue to be earlier; singles were at CLNWR 10 Apr
(SMl) and at LO 14 Apr (EHS).
American Avocet: Rather early were two at GPD, Cedar Co, 29 Mar (JL, CE). Early
incubation of five nests was noted 22 May at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co,
(LE).
Black-bellied Plover: Routine reports.
American Golden-Plover: One in Otoe Co 8 Mar (JSt) was early.
Killdeer: Routine reports.
Semipalmated Plover: Routine reports.
Piping Plover: Routine reports.
Mountain Plover: Routine reports.
Snowy Plover: The only report was of one in Seward Co 31 May (LG, CCh, DC).
Upland Sandpiper: Routine reports.
Whimbrel: The four reports were, as expected, in the central and west; rather early
were one on 26 Apr at LM (SMl) and three at Ayr Lake, Adams Co, 30 Apr
(PD). In addition, three were near Harrison, Sioux Co, 24 May (MC, photos),
and one in Box Butte Co 24 May (GR).
Long-billed Curlew: Routine reports.
Hudsonian Godwit: Two at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 3 Apr (GR) were record
early by four days. Stragglers to the west-central, where less than annual,
were one in Grant Co 24 May (GR, details), two near North Platte, Lincoln
Co, 13-14 Apr (BE) and one at North Platte WTP 29-31 May (EW, BW).
Marbled Godwit: Routine reports.
Ruddy Turnstone: Rather early were 3-4 at Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co, 4
May (JJ, MWa, LK).
Stilt Sandpiper: Routine reports.
Sanderling: Routine reports.
Dunlin: Rather late were singles in Dakota Co 27 and 29 May (BFH) and in Dixon Co
29 May (BFH, PP).
Baird’s Sandpiper: Routine reports.
Least Sandpiper: Routine reports.
White-rumped Sandpiper: Routine reports.
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Only about 55 were reported, a low tally for spring.
Pectoral Sandpiper: Routine reports.
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Semipalmated Sandpiper: Arrival was a little early; two were in Franklin Co 6 Apr
(GWa), 2-3 were at GPD, Cedar Co, 7-9 Apr (CS, EB), and one was at
MWCW, Lancaster Co, 9 Apr (SK photo).
Western Sandpiper: The only reports were of well-described singles in Clay Co 9
May (SMl) and in Sarpy Co 13 May (CNK).
Short-billed Dowitcher: One in Adams Co 30 Apr (PD photo) was a little early.
Long-billed Dowitcher: Routine reports.
American Woodcock: At a recently discovered location at Calamus Reservoir, Loup
Co, single birds were heard peenting 31 Mar and 5 Apr (JGJ, SBn).
Wilson’s Snipe: Routine reports.
Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports.
Solitary Sandpiper: The eight at N.P. Dodge Park, Douglas Co, 4 May (SMa) was a
good tally.
Lesser Yellowlegs: Routine reports.
Willet: Routine reports.
Greater Yellowlegs: Routine reports.
Wilson’s Phalarope: Routine reports.
Red-necked Phalarope: Rare in the east, one was at a private wetland about 2 mi
south of David City, Butler Co, 14-16 May (JGJ, m. ob.), two were at
Shypoke WMA, Seward Co, 13 May (JF) and one was just north of there 25
May (CCh).
Bonaparte’s Gull: Three in Knox Co 21 Mar (CS) were rather early.
Franklin’s Gull: Excellent counts for spring were 5000 at MWCW 23 Apr (MW) and
3065 at Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co, 6 May (SBr).
Mew Gull: None were reported of this rare annual winter visitor to LM with last
expected dates 12-13 Apr.
Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports.
Western Gull: What would be a first state record if accepted by NOURC was a 3rd or
4th cycle bird seen at LM 26 Apr by an observer familiar with west coast
gulls; extensive details can be found at https://ebird.org/checklist/S86452698
(SMl). There are three eBird records on the northeastern Colorado plains.
California Gull: Reports away from LM are few, even in the west. Single one-yearolds were at Whitney Lake, Dawes Co, 26 May (SMl) and at Oliver
Reservoir, Kimball Co, 25 May (SMl), two 2nd year birds were at Lake
Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 22 May (CS, EB, MB) and a single was there 30
May (SMa).
Herring Gull: Routine reports.
Herring Gull x Glaucous-winged Gull: The only report was of an apparent
continuing bird from winter, seen 26 Apr at LM (SMl).
Iceland Gull: An immature Thayer’s type lingered rather late at LM through 30 Apr
(JAG, EW, SMl). The only report elsewhere was of a first cycle bird at GPD,
Cedar Co, 1 Apr (CS).
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Of a total of around 20 reported, depending on duplication
among the many sightings at LM, best count was 15 there 26 Apr (SMl); the
only other report was of one in Adams Co 18 Mar (PD).
Glaucous Gull: Scarcity of this species in recent seasons continues; none were
reported despite expected last dates 13-14 Apr.
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Least Tern: Rather early were one at Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co, 8 May
(DH) and two at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, the same day (PKi).
Caspian Tern: Second-best spring count on record was the 23 at GPD, Cedar Co, 19
May (MB, EB).
Black Tern: Arrival was a bit early and synchronous; there were three reports 30 Apr,
singles at Hansen WPA and Lange WPA, both in Clay Co, (JGJ) and five at
Enola Lake, Madison Co, (PR).
Common Tern: Routine reports.
Forster’s Tern: Amazingly early by about a month was a winter-plumaged bird at
Oak Lake Park, Lancaster Co, 8-10 Mar (LS photos, MW). Another at
Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln Co, 7 Apr (JK) was also early.
Common Loon: Routine reports.
Double-crested Cormorant: Routine reports.
Neotropic Cormorant: Now annual but rare, there were two reports; singles were in
Dundy Co 10 Apr (MB) and at North Platte WTP, Lincoln Co, 14-28 May
(SMl, BE, SBr).
American White Pelican: Routine reports.
American Bittern: Routine reports.
Least Bittern: The few reports were as expected from three wetland locations in Clay
and Lancaster Cos beginning 24 May (JS, CS, m. ob.).
Great Blue Heron: Routine reports.
Great Egret: Rather early was one in Lancaster Co 26 Mar (EH).
Snowy Egret: Routine reports
Little Blue Heron: The only report with details was of an adult at Wehrspann
wetlands, Sarpy Co, 27 Apr (NL).
Cattle Egret: Two at Tecumseh WTP, Johnson Co, 27 Mar (CS, BWa, KH, SBr) were
early. Rare in the Panhandle, nine were at a pond along Highway 26, Scotts
Bluff Co, 21 May (SMl), but only two the next day (m. ob.).
Green Heron: Also rare in the Panhandle, only the 8th record there was one west of
Bushnell, Kimball Co, 22 May (SMl).
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports.
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: There were no documented reports of this rare spring
visitor with expected early dates 3-4 May.
Glossy Ibis: There were nine reports, most of singles, but four were at Ayr Lake,
Adams Co, 26 Apr (PD). Early were singles at MN Road and 33rd, Butler Co,
14-15 May (JGJ, SBn) and at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton Co, (JGJ, SBn).
Glossy Ibis x White-faced Ibis: There were four reports, two rather early at Wilkinson
WMA, Platte Co, 14 Apr (JGJ) and two also early in Adams Co 16 Apr (PD).
There were singles at Kramper Lake, Dakota Co, 7 May (BFH) and near
Alliance, Sheridan Co, 28 May (SMa).
White-faced Ibis: Six at North Lake Basin, Seward Co, 6 Apr (TG) were early. Best
tally was the 259 at and over Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 24 May (SBn,
JGJ).
Turkey Vulture: The 173 at North Platte Cemetery, Lincoln Co, 16 Apr (BE) was a
good count. Rather early was one in Lancaster Co 4 Mar (TB).

Vol. 89 No. 2

The Nebraska Bird Review

65

Osprey: At least four of the Scotts Bluff Co nests were active beginning late Mar, with
incubation apparent by 18 Apr (KD). Some activity was observed in Apr the
area of an OPPD tower in Washington Co (CP).
Golden Eagle: Easternmost was a juvenile in Adams Co 5 Mar (PD).
Northern Harrier: Routine reports.
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Rather late was one at Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 25 May
(R&PS).
Cooper’s Hawk: Routine reports.
Northern Goshawk: Two were reported, singles in Dixon Co 7 Mar (EB, CS) and
Knox Co 6 Mar (EB, CS).
Bald Eagle: Routine reports.
Mississippi Kite: Arrival was synchronous with three reports on 8 May; two were in
Ogallala, Keith Co, (JO), and singles were in North Platte, Lincoln Co, (BE)
and, intriguingly, Lincoln, Lancaster Co, (M&CV), perhaps a returning
potential breeder there.
Red-shouldered Hawk: The 11 reports were within the expected southeastern range,
north to Dakota Co 20 May (BFH, JP) and west to Seward Co 1 Mar (LE).
Broad-winged Hawk: The 25 over PSP 29 Apr (CS, EB, MB, BFH) was a good spring
tally. Rare in the Panhandle, one was in Scotts Bluff Co 3 May (CC photo),
and possibly the same bird was photographed 2.5 mi away 28 May (SMa
photo).
Swainson’s Hawk: Routine reports.
Red-tailed (Eastern) Hawk: A rather late date for a nest with two eggs was 29 Apr
in Sioux Co (WM).
Red-tailed (Krider’s) Hawk: One at PSP 7 Mar (CS, EB) was early; the eight reports
of this spring migrant were 7 Mar-5 May.
Red-tailed (Northern) Hawk: There were three reports, all rather late: 6 Mar Cedar
Co (CS), 7 Mar Dixon Co (CS, EB), and 28 Mar Clay Co (CS, SMa).
Red-tailed (Western) Hawk: Routine reports.
Red-tailed (Harlan’s) Hawk: Late birds were an adult near Verdigre, Knox Co, 22
Apr (CS, MB), a juvenile near Creighton, Knox Co, 22 Apr (CS), and an adult
near Niobrara, Knox Co, 30 Apr (CS, MB, EB).
Rough-legged Hawk: One at VNWR 29 Apr (CPe) was tardy.
Ferruginous Hawk: Easternmost was one in Buffalo Co 7 Mar (WF).
Barn Owl: Least numerous in northeastern Nebraska, one was near Crofton, Cedar
Co, 26 Apr (RD).
Eastern Screech-Owl: Routine reports.
Great Horned Owl: Routine reports.
Snowy Owl: None were reported of this rare to uncommon winter visitor with
expected last dates 26 Mar-1 Apr.
Burrowing Owl: Easterly were 1-2 at a prairie dog town along Cameron Road, Hall
Co, 29 Apr through the period (RSk, m. ob.). Other easterly edge of range
reports were from Boyd Co 28 May (MB, EB, PP) and Sherman Co 24 Apr
(AP).
Barred Owl: This species continues to consolidate westward in the Republican River
Valley; west of Highway 89 in Harlan Co, five were heard at four locations
3 Mar-4 May (JGJ, SBn). A similar westward push was detected in Adams
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Co, in the Little Blue River drainage, where two were found at two locations
around mid-May (PD), apparently the 3rd and 4th records for the county.
Long-eared Owl: The few reports were from northerly locations; singles were at
Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 18-22 Apr (MB, CS) and Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry
Co, 24 May (RT).
Short-eared Owl: Reports were more numerous than usual, comprising a total of
about 21 individuals statewide (m. ob.). Last date was 29 Apr, suggesting
sightings were of wintering birds or spring movement, although egg dates
begin in Apr.
Northern Saw-whet Owl: A possible new breeding location is the Mill Pond area in
Valentine, Cherry Co, where calls were heard and recorded both north and
south of the pond 10 Apr-12 May (ACo, JED). Reports continue in the
Wildcat Hills, where single birds were heard 23-30 May (SBr, m. ob.), and
one in Wayne Co 20 Mar (EB) may have wintered there.
Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports.
Lewis’s Woodpecker: The five reports were all from the only currently known
summering site just south of Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co; singles were
reported there 17 May through the period (fide TJW, EB, MB, SMl).
Red-headed Woodpecker: One in Wayne Co 27 Mar (EB) was northerly for the date.
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports.
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Rare in the Panhandle, one was nearby at Omaha Beach,
LM 26 Apr (SMl). Only the 8th record for May was one at FF 13 May (JN).
Nesting is a possibility in the Missouri River Valley, although as yet
unproven.
Red-naped Sapsucker: Only the 8th spring record was one near Glen, Sioux Co, 25
Apr (CC photo).
Downy Woodpecker: Good counts of 20 at FF were made 16 Mar (MH) and 4 Apr
(KF, JGs). No Rocky Mountain birds (Dryobates pubescens leucurus) were
reported, but an “intermediate” was at Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 26 May
(SMl).
Hairy Woodpecker: Reports of the Rocky Mountain subspecies Leuconotopicus
villosus monticola are increasing; this spring one was at Box Butte Reservoir,
Dawes Co, 25 May (SMl) and two were at Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 26
May (SMl).
Northern Flicker: Routine reports.
Pileated Woodpecker: Reports in the northeast continue; the first PSP record was in
2018, and this spring 2-3 were there 24-29 Apr (EB, MB, CS). Another was
on private property between Wynot and Obert in Cedar County 18 May (JT).
This was quite near locations where at least one was found in 2018 and Ed
and Mark Brogie recorded one in 2020 (JT). As noted by the observer (JT):
“There is a lot of big timber in these Missouri River bluffs, and I suspect a
breeding population will get established if it has not already”.
American Kestrel: Routine reports.
Merlin: A “Taiga” (Falco columbarius columbarius) female was tardy in Sarpy Co 8
May (NR photo). A Merlin seen by many in Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, 23
May (GR, EB, MB) may have been a late migrant or a Pine Ridge breeder.
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Peregrine Falcon: Apparently the same bird along One R Road, Hall Co, 31 Mar-10
Apr (CCh, MT), was a little early, and one near Lakeside, Sheridan Co, 31
May (SBr) was tardy. The three Omaha nesting pairs (Lewis and Clark at
OPPD, Chayton and Mintaka at WoodmenLife, Orozco and Sierra at Mutual
of Omaha) each had four chicks by 31 May. Unfortunately, the State Capitol
pair, unsuccessful for the last four years, did not return; male 19K was 20
years old and likely died during the winter, and female Ally was found with
a broken leg and placed in rehabilitation but will likely not be released. A
young male has taken over the State Capitol site but he is at this writing
unpaired.
Prairie Falcon: Rare east of Hall and Adams Cos, singles were in Hamilton Co 3 Mar
(SM) and Seward Co 21 Apr (LE).
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Least often reported in the central, one was at Fort Niobrara
NWR, Cherry Co, 23 May (K&JC).
Western Wood-Pewee: At easternmost sites were singles at Thedford, Thomas Co,
25 May, calling (GR), and at Niobrara Valley Preserve West Trail in Brown
Co 23 May (K&JC).
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Apparently the first Panhandle record for spring was of one
calling and photographed on the White River Trail, Fort Robinson SHP,
Dawes Co, 27 May (SMl).
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: There were three reports with details: 16 and 22 May at
Hummel Park, Douglas Co, (SMa), and 28 May at FF (MH).
Acadian Flycatcher: Routine reports.
Alder Flycatcher: This species put on a good show this spring; it was a “banner year”
in the east (MW), and in the Panhandle, the lone previous record was eclipsed
by no fewer than nine birds at six locations. Generally, Nebraska is at the
western edge of the spring migration corridor, and so there appears to have
been a significant westward shift in numbers of migrants and/or more birders
than usual working the west. Panhandle records were 21 May Ash Hollow
SHP, Garden Co, (CS), 22 May (2) Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, (CS, MB,
EB), 25 May OR (SMl), 28 May three west of Bushnell, Kimball Co, (SMl),
29 May Agate, Sioux Co, (SMa), and 30 May Wright’s Gap Road, Scotts
Bluff Co, (SBr, SMa).
Willow Flycatcher: Routine reports.
Least Flycatcher: Routine reports.
Dusky Flycatcher: Recent reports are showing this species to be almost regular in
spring, now with records in six of the last 10 spring migrations. This spring,
singles were at OR, Kimball Co, 22 and 25 May (SMl), two were in
Greenwood Cemetery, Cheyenne Co, 24 May (SMl), and singles were in
Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff Co, 25 May (JGJ, SBn) and at Sowbelly
Canyon, Sioux Co, the same day (JGJ, SBn).
Cordilleran Flycatcher: One at LM 24 May was well-described by an experienced
observer but lacked tangible support (SMl); if accepted it would be farthest
east on record after one at CLNWR.
Eastern Phoebe: Several observers (JGJ, JED, D&JP) noted lower numbers this
spring and this impression was supported by a simple but controlled
compilation of numbers of Eastern Phoebes reported to eBird for the last four
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years that showed 371 in 2018, 401 in 2019, 512 in 2020, and 265 in 2021, a
48% decline 2020 to 2021 (JGJ). The drop was attributed by some to cold
temperatures affecting the food sources of this early migrant. Perhaps
phoebes in central Nebraska were not affected as badly; Paul Dunbar, while
confirming low bluebird numbers in Adams Co, noted: “Phoebes, on the
other hand, I’ve found under every other bridge, beginning 3/20/21.”
Say’s Phoebe: Early were one near Bayside Golf Club 3 May (EB, CS, LB) and two
at nearby Lakeview West Road the same day (EB, CS, LB); both locations
are at LM. Numbers were good in the northeast; one was as far southeast as
Washington Co 21 Apr (CP), and five total were found in Dixon, Pierce, and
Madison Cos 6-20 Apr (JT).
Vermilion Flycatcher: Only the 7th spring report was one at Bartley WTP, Red
Willow Co, 7 May (WF).
Great Crested Flycatcher: One in Dawes Co 16 May (HL, NF) was rather early for
the Panhandle.
Cassin’s Kingbird: Early were singles at Pleasant Hill Church, Banner Co, 1 May
(KD) and County Road 38, Banner Co, 8 May (KD). A record spring tally
was the 16 on Bighorn Escarpment, County Road 14, Banner Co, 24 May
(JGJ, SBn), and the seven on Buckley Road, Sioux Co, 23 May (LE) was a
good count.
Western Kingbird: Record early was one in Cedar Co 9 Apr (CS).
Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports.
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: A surprising number of reports 10-28 May were from six
counties: from Burt (EBe) through Hall (CCh, RF) to Fillmore (CS). The only
report of multiple birds was of two in Richardson Co 15-17 May (DC, SS,
JC). One had appeared at the 2020 breeding site in Pawnee Co by 28 May
(TD). The sixth report was from Seward Co 25 May (EMC).
Loggerhead Shrike: Routine reports.
Northern Shrike: Routine reports.
White-eyed Vireo: The only report was of one singing at ICSP, Richardson Co 13
May (CS, KH).
Bell’s Vireo: Four at Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co, 21 May (CS) and nine near nearby
Lewellen, Garden Co, the same day (CS, SMl) were rather early for the
Panhandle; one at LO 14 May (SMl) was also a bit early for the westerly
location.
Yellow-throated Vireo: Westerly were singles on West Trail, Niobrara Valley
Preserve, Brown Co, 23 May (K&JC) and at Cottonmill Park, Buffalo Co, 18
May (AF). A good count was the 11 at PSP 15 May (MB, m. ob.).
Blue-headed Vireo: One in Douglas Co 27 Apr (KK) was rather early. Another, in
Rock Co 8 May (AD, photo), was westerly.
Plumbeous Vireo: Routine reports.
Philadelphia Vireo: Singles were early in Douglas Co 5 May (KHa) and late in
Madison Co 29 May (HG). At Cottonmill Park, Buffalo Co, possibly the
same bird was westerly 12-17 May (AF, JN photo, BB), and also westerly
was one in Adams Co 17 May (PD).
Warbling Vireo: The 36 at Beaver Creek Park, York Co, 20 May (CS) was a good
tally. Western subspecies Vireo gilvus brewsteri, the Pine Ridge breeder,
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arrives about a month later than eastern V. g. gilvus in the Panhandle; reports
of V. g. brewsteri were 22 May Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, (CS), 22 May
Stage Hill Road, Scotts Bluff Co, (MB, EB, CS), and 25 May at Toadstool
Road Swamp, Dawes Co, (SMl).
Red-eyed Vireo: One at WP 27 Apr (EJ) was rather early.
Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this erratic Panhandle resident.
Blue Jay: A good Panhandle tally was the 19 at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 22
May (CS).
Clark’s Nutcracker: One, possibly two, on Old Stage Hill Road, Scotts Bluff Co, 3
Mar (SMl) may have been part of a group of six seen there in Oct.
Black-billed Magpie: Encouragingly, reports continued from two regular
northeastern locations. In Cedar Co, one was near Obert in the area of 886
Road 4 Mar (JT) and three were there 15 Apr (CW); nesting has occurred
here “for several years” (CW). In Madison Co, along 836 Road southwest of
Norfolk 1-2 were present 19 Mar (SB) and 16 May (JT); this has been a
known location for several years also. Magpies were described as “hanging
on” in Smiley Canyon, Sioux Co, where two nests with eggs (6, 7) were
located 18 May (WM).

Two Common Ravens along Buckley Road, Sioux Co, were observed by many
4 Apr-31 May, here photographed 4 Apr by Colin Croft.

American Crow: Routine reports.
Common Raven: Following the long-awaited first modern documented record of a
single bird 1-4 Jan 2021 about five miles south of Harrison, Sioux Co, along
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Highway 29 (KD, see Winter Report), two birds were discovered about 12
miles away on Buckley Road 4 Apr by Colin Croft (photo). These were seen
by many through the period and were feeding on a cow carcass later in May.
It is not known whether the single Jan bird is one of the Buckley Road pair.
Whether these birds will take up residence in the area remains to be seen.

One of two Common Ravens along Buckley Road, Sioux Co, 4 Apr-31 May 2021, here
photographed by Stephen Brenner 25 May.

Horned Lark: Routine reports.
Bank Swallow: One in Lancaster Co 9 Apr (SKe) was rather early, and a good tally
was the 280 at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 22 May (CS).
Tree Swallow: Rather early were singles at Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln Co, 11 Mar
(SMa) and at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, 12 Mar (EB, CS, BFH). Thirdhighest spring count on record was the 1400 at GPD, Cedar Co, 7 Apr (CS).
Violet-green Swallow: A good count was the 35 at Carter Johnson Reservoir, Sioux
Co 26 May (SMl).
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One in Lancaster Co 30 Apr (TG) was early.
Purple Martin: The 80 at Wagon Train RA 9 May (TD) was a good non-colony tally.
Three scouts arrived at a Valentine, Cherry Co, colony 23 Apr (JED).
Barn Swallow: One at Berg Prairie, Nemaha Co, 3 Apr (MH) was early.
Cliff Swallow: A record high spring tally was the 9000 carefully estimated over Lake
Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 22 May (CS).
Black-capped Chickadee: There is some evidence for spring and fall movements in
the Missouri River Valley, with high spring counts in Apr; 37 were at DeSoto
NWR, Washington Co, 10 Apr (CS).
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Mountain Chickadee: The good showing this winter ended with last reports of one
in Bushnell, Kimball Co, 21 Apr (SMl) and two at Scotts Bluff NM, Scotts
Bluff Co, 22 Apr (ZA).
Tufted Titmouse: This species is a bit enigmatic in occurrence in Lancaster Co, but
exciting was the first record of breeding for the county: a family group of
four, including adults feeding young, was in a yard there 30-31 May, where
single birds had been present since winter (JGJ). An active feeder station in
a Bellevue, Sarpy Co, yard had 1-2 through the period, the first there for
several years (L&BP).
Red-breasted Nuthatch: The distribution across the state Mar-May was essentially
unchanged, with about 30 records through the period in the east and south.
Occasionally such lingerers will nest, as shown by an exciting record from
Norfolk, Madison Co, where two were seen carrying nesting material during
the first week of May (JT). Nesting occurred in Norfolk in 2020 also.
White-breasted Nuthatch: The “Interior West” subspecies Sitta carolinensis nelsoni
breeds on the Pine Ridge and disperses southward occasionally in winter,
such as one along Old Stage Road, Scotts Bluff Co, 3 Mar (SMl). A few of
the eastern subspecies (S. c. carolinensis) have been observed on the Pine
Ridge; this spring one was at Chadron Creek Ranch WMA, Dawes Co, 25
May (SMl) and two were at Fort Robinson, in Dawes Co, 27 May (SMl) all
three a little late for wintering birds.
Pygmy Nuthatch: One at Pine Bluffs, in Kimball Co, 1 May (MW, ER) was
unexpected away from its breeding range.
Brown Creeper: There were three reports of late birds: singles were at Walnut Grove
Park, Douglas Co, 2-7 May (JJC, DC) in a Lincoln, Lancaster Co, yard 10
May (JGJ), and at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 22 May (CS, photo).
Rock Wren: A surprisingly far easterly record was one in Saunders Co 8 May (IH,
WH, photos).
House Wren: An excellent tally was the 175 at WP 11 May (MW).
Winter Wren: Routine reports.
Sedge Wren: A good count was the 12 at Flanagan Lake, Douglas Co, 19 May (SMa).
One at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 31 May (JED) was at the west edge
of the spring and summer range.
Marsh Wren: Rather early was one at CLNWR 9 Apr (MS). A western (Cistothorus
palustris plesius) singer a little easterly in Adams Co 12 May (PD) was
presumably on its way to the Sandhills.
Carolina Wren: No comments were received regarding survival during the cold
winter; getting fast starts on raising any needed replacements were one
singing in a Bellevue, Sarpy Co, yard 2 Mar (AR) and a pair with a nest and
two eggs at Ashland, Saunders Co, 2 Apr (WM).
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: A good count for the western subspecies Polioptila caerulea
obscura was the 15 at Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co, 29 May (TJ).
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Tardy were singles at FF 29 Apr (SBr), at Hummel Park,
Douglas Co, 24 Apr (SBr), and at Pawnee Lake, Lancaster Co, 23 Apr (AKS).
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Rather late for the west were singles at Kimball Cemetery,
Kimball Co, 22 May (EB, CS, MB), Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff Co, 25
May (JGJ, SBn) and Harrison, Sioux Co, 25 May (JGJ, SBn).
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Eastern Bluebird: This species was widely observed to have had a rough time this
winter, generally considered a result of intense and persistent winter cold in
the Midwest that reduced the supply of food (TBa). Another observer noted
“since Eastern Bluebirds are considered short distance migrants, I wonder if
the harsh February weather in the southern US impacted bluebird numbers”
(JB). There may have been other factors involved as well, as suggested by
Joe Gubanyi: “The 49 tallied [on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC] in 2020
was the lowest tally since 2004. I did find several references that stated
Eastern Bluebirds are vulnerable to harsh winters, but the Seward-BOL CBC
was done well before the extreme cold weather occurred, so something else
may be affecting Eastern Bluebird numbers.” Nevertheless, there was much
anecdotal data from bluebird nest box trails supporting lower numbers of
nesting bluebirds. In Sarpy and Cass Cos: “I have 4 bluebird pairs out of 35
boxes. I hear the same from most everyone at Bluebirds Across Nebraska. No
one has ever seen it this bad” (JMJ). In Adams Co: “Out of 40 boxes, only 2
had nests last week. … last few years half of the boxes would have bluebird
nests” (SM). In Lancaster Co: “I am expecting about 1-2 nests by end of May.
Normal is 5-7 in the 32 boxes.” (EJ). A simple but controlled compilation of
numbers of Eastern Bluebirds reported to eBird for the last four years that
showed 477 in 2018, 464 in 2019, 624 in 2020, and 195 in 2021, a 69%
decline 2020 to 2021 (JGJ). This degree of decline was supported by reports
from NOU members over the NOU Big Weekend of 15-16 May, when
Eastern Bluebirds were reported in 7 of 63 counties compared with 18 out of
60 in the 2020 spring Big Weekend, a 63% decline.
Mountain Bluebird: One near Crawford, Dawes Co, 4 Mar (HL) was rather early. A
nest with 6 eggs was found in limber pines in Kimball Co 18 May (WM), a
known breeding location.
Townsend’s Solitaire: Routine reports.
Veery: One in Dakota Co 31 May (JP, BFH) was tardy.
Gray-cheeked Thrush: Westerly were singles at VNWR 6 May (JGr) and 16 May
(M&SM), two in Adams Co 10 May (PD), and one in Adams Co 12 May
(PD).
Swainson’s Thrush: A remarkable indicator of the number of migrants overhead at
night in the east was the 314 tallied as Night Flight Calls in Wayne Co 14
May (CS, EB).
Hermit Thrush: One quite early at North Platte, Lincoln Co, 8-18 Mar (CN, photo)
may have wintered there.
Wood Thrush: An excellent tally was the 34 at ICSP, Nemaha and Richardson Cos,
11 May (SMl).
American Robin: Routine reports.
Varied Thrush: One wintering in Lancaster Co was last reported 3 Apr (LM fide
MW).
Gray Catbird: Early in the west was one at CLNWR 1 May (ZA). The 75 at WP on
both 11 and 13 May (SMl, MW) was a good tally.
Brown Thrasher: Routine reports.
Northern Mockingbird: One in Madison Co 6 May (SB) was early for the location.
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European Starling: Excellent spring tallies were the 3000 at MWCW 21 Apr (DCr)
and 2000 at Willow Island, Dawson Co, 21 Apr (DT).
Cedar Waxwing: Routine reports.
House Sparrow: Food was being stolen from a foraging American Robin by a couple
of House Sparrows at Valentine, Cherry Co, 25 May (GW).
American Pipit: One in Lancaster Co 26 May (LE) was record late by five days.
Sprague’s Pipit: None were reported of this uncommon central and eastern migrant
with expected dates 19-20 Apr through 18-23 May.
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported of this annual but rare winter visitor
in the Panhandle with last expected dates 20 Mar-2 Apr.
House Finch: Routine reports.
Purple Finch: Routine reports.
Cassin’s Finch: None were reported of this rare winter visitor to the Panhandle with
last expected dates 24-26 May.
Common Redpoll: Only one was reported, at an Omaha, Douglas Co feeder 1 Mar
(SBr).
Red Crossbill: Breeding has occurred previously at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co; six
were there 31 May (T&LH). Breeding might be expected in the Niobrara
River Valley; six were at Smith Falls SP, Cherry Co, 1 May (K&JC) and 14
at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 26 May (RT, photo). Tardy wanderers
were one in Gosper Co 6 May (SP), two at Calamus Reservoir, Garfield Co,
1 Apr (SBn), nine at Davis Creek Reservoir, Valley Co, 28 March (D&JP),
and 10 at LM 11 Mar (SMa). All reports of birds identified to song type were
of the expected Type 2. A lone pair, often an indicator of breeding when split
from a flock, was in Kimball Co 18 May (WM).
White-winged Crossbill: Following a good winter for this species, singles lingered
through 24 Apr in Grand Island, Hall Co, (RF, m. ob.) and quite late through
16 May at North Platte, Lincoln Co, (CN). The three other reports, all in the
east, were of seven in Omaha, Douglas C,o 6 Mar (TD, photos), three in
Fremont, Dodge Co, 16 Mar (GR), and one at Norfolk, Madison Co, also
quite late 20 May (EB, photo).
Pine Siskin: An excellent tally was the 405 at WHNC 3 Mar (SMl). Following an
amazing total of 4013 this past winter, this spring period tallied 1958 (contact
me for my methods!)
Lesser Goldfinch: One at Greenwood Cemetery, Cheyenne Co 1 May (SMl) was
early.
American Goldfinch: Routine reports.
Lapland Longspur: Routine reports.
Chestnut-collared Longspur: Early were a surprising 40 at LO 4 Apr (CS, EB, LB).
Two were at the traditional O’Neill area, Holt Co, summer outpost 28 May
(MB, PP, EB).
Smith’s Longspur: This uncommon eastern migrant was found at three locations: one
was early at Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co, 11-12 Mar (JG, MW), seven
were near Burchard Lake, Pawnee Co, rather early 27 Mar (CS, m. ob.), and
one was near Lyons, Burt Co, 1 May (EB, MB).
Thick-billed (McCown’s) Longspur: Routine reports.
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Snow Bunting: None were reported of this uncommon winter visitor with last
expected dates 13-16 Mar.
Cassin’s Sparrow: At the northern edge of the Nebraska summer range, where reports
have usually coincided with dry conditions in the southwestern US, one was
along Moore Road, Sioux Co, 29 May (SMa, recording), and five were along
nearby Murphy’s Road 30-31 May (SBr, MB, EB). One was rather early at
Buffalo Creek WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, 21 May (SMl).
Grasshopper Sparrow: One at Tierra Briarhurst Park, Lancaster Co, 11 Apr (JGJ)
was rather early.
Lark Sparrow: Routine reports.
Lark Bunting: Routine reports.
Chipping Sparrow: Singles in Lancaster Co 7 Mar (LS) and Fremont, Dodge Co, 8
Mar (GR) were rather early.
Clay-colored Sparrow: One in Nuckolls Co 16 Apr (DE) was early.
Field Sparrow: Routine reports.
Brewer’s Sparrow: One in Kimball Co 30 Apr (EW) was early.
Fox Sparrow: Two in Lincoln, Lancaster Co, 28 Apr (SSn) were tardy.
American Tree Sparrow: One at PSP 24 Apr (CS, m.ob.) was a bit late.

This apparent female Slate-colored (Cassiar) Junco, recognizable by its unusual white feathered
eye ring, was in the same Sarpy County yard 24 Oct 2020 and 17 Mar 2021, here photographed
17 Mar by Phil Swanson.
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Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: One at Towl Park, Douglas Co 6 May (SMa,
photos) was tardy for the species. It was identified in eBird as “Slatecolored/cismontanus”; the photos support this and indeed suggest an
intergrade between Junco hyemalis hyemalis and J. h. cismontanus.
Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: An apparent female in a Sarpy Co yard 17 Mar had a
prominent white feathered eye ring and was likely the same bird there 24 Oct
2020 (PS photos). Tardy were one in Kimball Co 21 Apr (SMl), and one near
Blair, Washington Co, 23 Apr (CP).
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Last to leave were tardy and in the Panhandle as might
be expected; a total of 11 were at three Kimball Co locations 21 Apr (SMl),
and two were in Cheyenne Co the same day (DT).
Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: At the eastern edge of the expected winter range was
one in Red Willow Co 28 Mar (JSS). Tardy were one at OR 30 Apr (MW)
and singles at Bushnell through 1 May (MW, ER, SMl).
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: None were reported of this rare winter visitor to
non-breeding locations in the Panhandle; the few last dates in spring of
presumed migrants are in Apr.
White-crowned Sparrow: One at Bushnell Cemetery, Kimball Co, 28 May (SMl)
was tardy. Dark-lored birds in the east are subspecies Zonotrichia leucophrys
leucophrys; there were four reports, of three at Peru, Nemaha Co, 27 Mar
(CS, m. ob.), one in Lancaster Co 10 May (SMl), one in Douglas Co 13 May
(SMa), and one at ICSP 13 May (CS, m. ob.). Westerly reports of dark-lored
birds may be of the Rocky Mountain subspecies Z. l. oriantha or westerly Z.
l. leucophrys, which are both rare in the west and very difficult to separate in
the field. eBird has a reporting option for “dark-lored” birds; the only
westerly “dark-lored” reports were of singles in Lincoln Co 14 May (SMl)
and Kimball Co 22 May (SMl).
Harris’s Sparrow: One in Platte Co 21 May (LK) was tardy.
White-throated Sparrow: One at CLNWR 9 Apr (MS) was early for that westerly
location.
Vesper Sparrow: In the east, this species has adapted to breeding in corn stubble
destined for later-planted no-till soybeans; two were singing in such habitat
in Saline Co 26 May (TJW).
LeConte’s Sparrow: One at Wilkinson WMA, Platte Co, 20 May (SB) was tardy, as
was one also westerly in Blaine Co 19 May (JJ).
Nelson’s Sparrow: The only report was of one at North Lake Basin, Seward Co, 16
May (CS).
Henslow’s Sparrow: Reports were from Lancaster Co beginning 18 May: Spring
Creek Prairie, a known location, and at a recently recognized area along West
Bennet Road, where there were several reports (m. ob), including a recording
31 May (TG).
Savannah Sparrow: One in Lancaster Co 15 Mar (JGJ) was early and one in Hall Co
26 May (CCh) was late.
Song Sparrow: The 63 at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, 10 Apr (CS) was a good
count. One singing in Stanton Co 11 Mar (JT) tied the previous earliest date
for singing.
Lincoln’s Sparrow: Routine reports.
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Swamp Sparrow: Rather late for the location away from expected breeding sites were
1-2 at ICSP, Richardson Co, 11-13 May (JGJ, m. ob.).
Green-tailed Towhee: There were two reports; one was a bit early in Kimball Co 1
May (SMl), the other a bit late in Scotts Bluff Co 16 May (JBu).
Spotted Towhee: Rather late in the winter range in the extreme southeast were singles
at WP 19 May (EJ) and western Lancaster Co 20 May (CH). One was early
for the central and northeast on 21 Mar in Knox Co (CS). The 36 in Sowbelly
Canyon, Sioux Co, 26 May (SMl) was a good tally.
Spotted Towhee x Eastern Towhee (hybrid): In the east and central, last reported
was one in Harlan Co 29 May (CS); reports after May in the east and south
are rare.
Eastern Towhee: One in Bellevue, Sarpy Co, 15 Mar (AR) was quite early, and may
have wintered in the area. The 20 at WP 13 May (MW) was a good count.
Yellow-breasted Chat: Rare in the east, reports were from three locations: singles
were in Cedar Co 16 May (AH), Stanton Co 26 May (JT), at Shoemaker
Marsh, Lancaster Co, 27 May (MW, m. ob.) and 1-2 were at Spring Creek
Prairie, Lancaster Co, 29 May (JS, m. ob.). All were presumably eastern
Icteria virens virens, but none were photographed.
Yellow-headed Blackbird: An excellent count (by 25s) was the 2050 at Smartweed
Marsh WMA, Nuckolls Co, 16 Apr (DE).
Bobolink: Routine reports.
Eastern Meadowlark: Somewhat early in the north were two near the west boundary
of VNWR, Cherry Co, 25 Mar (M&WS) and one at VNWR 29 Mar (AH).
Western Meadowlark: Routine reports.
Orchard Oriole: A first year male in Sarpy Co 26 Apr (MSi) was earliest of an influx
of rther early arrivers in Apr.
Bullock’s Oriole: Singles in Dundy Co 19 May (MK) and at LM 21 May (CS) were
at the eastern edge of the migration corridor.
Bullock’s Oriole x Baltimore Oriole (hybrid): One was identified as far east as York
Co 17 May (CS, details), only the 5th record overall for the east-central and
east.
Baltimore Oriole: One at Ogallala, Keith Co, 5 May (JO) was early at that westerly
location.
Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports.
Brown-headed Cowbird: The 1000 along North Wagon Trail Road, Lincoln Co, 21
Mar (PSt, SSt) was a good tally.
Rusty Blackbird: Rare in the central, westerly was a group of 10 in Lincoln Co on 16
Mar that dwindled to one on 1 Apr (BE) and a single was at another Lincoln
Co location 20 Mar (BE).
Brewer’s Blackbird: One in Franklin Co 4 Mar (JGJ, SBn) was early, as were two
for the Panhandle in Deuel Co 28 Mar (JOw).
Common Grackle: Early for the northerly location was one at a feeder in Valentine,
Cherry Co, 10 Mar (JED). Good counts were the 6000 in Lincoln, Lancaster
Co, 31 Mar (M&CV) and 3200 at FF 13 Mar (DC).
Great-tailed Grackle: One at Bassett, Rock Co, 5 Mar (K&JC) was early for the
northerly location, as were 12 westerly at Imperial, Chase Co, 6 Mar (RSk).
The Bassett bird was joined by another the next day, 6 Mar (K&JC).
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Ovenbird: Tardy singles away from breeding locations were in Saline Co 28 May
(RSk) and Lancaster Co 30 May (KO).
Louisiana Waterthrush: An amazing breeding range extension of nearly 200 miles
westward was the discovery of adults carrying food for nestlings at Fort Falls,
Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 31 May (RT, photos). As observers look
farther afield for this species, it is becoming clear it has been overlooked
almost throughout eastern Nebraska wherever there is a moving non-muddy
stream within closed forest/woodland deciduous canopy. Six new locations
were found 30 Apr-29 May, and songs were recorded at five of those, north
to Butler Co, where there were three territories at two new locations (SS, JC).
Additional reports were from 10 additional known locations north to PSP
(MB, m. ob.) and west to Jefferson Co (MHa). At PRSP the four previously
known territories appeared to have condensed into three, with a new singer
at the first territory near the Stone Creek parking lot (SS, JC).
Northern Waterthrush: Reports were numerous; a total of about 123 birds in all.
Golden-winged Warbler: A total of 27 were reported, in line with increased spring
totals in recent years.
Blue-winged Warbler: None were reported of this rare and declining migrant with
expected dates 5-22 May.
Black-and-white Warbler: One at Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux Co, 12 May (RSk,
KSk) was early for the Panhandle.
Prothonotary Warbler: Reports were from two known locations within the expected
range, 1-2 at FF 10-22 May (L&BP, m. ob.) and one at ICSP, Richardson Co,
11 May (SMl), but one was a little westerly at WP 18 May (CS, photo).
Tennessee Warbler: The 50 at Wyuka Cemetery, Lancaster Co, 19 May (CS) was a
good count. Rare in the Panhandle, singles were near Chadron, Dawes Co,
11 May (RSk, KSk), at Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, 17 May (TJ), and at Gering
Cemetery 19 May (SMl).
Orange-crowned Warbler: Routine reports.
Nashville Warbler: One at Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co, 26 Apr (CH) was earliest of
several rather early arrivals 27-29 Apr (m. ob.). The 12 at WP 10 May (MW,
SMl) was a good count. Only the 6th and 7th Panhandle spring records were
singles at Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux Co, 26 May (SMl) and near Potter,
Cheyenne Co, 22 May (SMl).
Connecticut Warbler: Four of the more than usual five reports were of recorded
singers, a great addition to the documented record. Singles were at FF 15 May
(JK) and 20 May (L&BP), at Terry Briarhurst Park, Lancaster Co, 18 May
(JGJ) and 21 May (MU), and at WP 20 May (MU).
MacGillivray’s Warbler: Less than annual in the eastern half of the state, one was
well-described at Cottonmill Park, Buffalo Co, 12-13 May (AF).
Mourning Warbler: Routine reports.
Kentucky Warbler: Good counts were the nine at ICSP, Richardson Co on both 11
May (SMl, m. ob.) and 13 May (CS, m. ob.). Only the 10th spring record away
from the Missouri River Valley was one at Grove Lake, Antelope Co, 10 May
(KSh).
Common Yellowthroat: Routine reports.
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Hooded Warbler: The only report was of one at Towl Park, Douglas Co, 11 May
(MR, MJR).
American Redstart: Very large numbers were reported at FF, with 150 there 13 May,
split 88 at the wetlands and 62 uplands (SMl); 64 were at PSP 15 May (EB,
m.ob.). A tally of reported redstarts 30 Apr through 25 May, when breeders
are mostly on territory, yielded an impressive total of 1075 (WRS).
Cape May Warbler: There were three reports. Two were at Riverview Nature Park,
Otoe Co, 13 May (JGi, photo), and singles were at Wyuka Cemetery,
Lancaster Co, 14 May (MW, photo), and Walnut Grove Park, Douglas Co,
14 May (SMa).
Cerulean Warbler: There were two reports, one an apparent first county record in
Cuming Co 9 May (EWe, m. ob.; photo), the other of two at a fairly regular
site, Trail 9 at ICSP, Richardson Co, 11 May (SMl, m. ob.; photos).
Northern Parula: At the west edge of the expected range were one singing at Fort
Falls, Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 31 May (RT, recording), and one in
Buffalo Co 7 May (CSh).
Magnolia Warbler: Westerly were singles at VNWR 12 May (NW) and one in
Hooker Co 16 May (WF).
Bay-breasted Warbler: Generally quite rare in spring, the only reports were of
singles at Cottonmill Park, Buffalo Co, 14 May (JN, AF; photo) and Towl
Park, Douglas Co, 17 May (MC, SBr).
Blackburnian Warbler: One was late in Sarpy Co 31 May (MC). Westernmost was
one at LO 21 May (MB, EB, CS), and also a little westerly were singles in
Antelope Co 18 May (KSh, MB, EB) and in Adams Co 15 May (PD).
Yellow Warbler: One in Scotts Bluff Co 4 May (KD) was early for the Panhandle.
Chestnut-sided Warbler: One in Cheyenne Co 22 May (SMl) was the 21st Panhandle
record; also westerly was one in Thomas Co 16 May (WF).
Blackpoll Warbler: Rather early was one at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, 1 May
(GR, MB, EB) and rather late were two in a Sarpy Co yard 31 May (PS,
photo).
Black-throated Blue Warbler: There were three reports. One was heard only at ICSP,
Richardson Co, 11 May (SMl), one was photographed at LO 21 May (EB,
MB, CS), and a female was well-described at Lake Minatare, Scotts Bluff
Co, 22 May (CS).
Palm Warbler: Westerly was one at Chat Canyon, Cherry Co, 6 May (HB).
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: One at MWCW 23 May (MW) was tardy.
Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Two at Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux Co, 21
Apr (SSm) were early there. Away from the Pine Ridge, one in Keith Co 18
Apr (WF) was a little early. One at FF 7 May (Anon; photo) was the 17th
record for the east. The 14 at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co, 22 May (SMl)
was a spring record tally.
Yellow-throated Warbler: As expected, most reports were from FF, although arrival
was about two weeks late; the first was reported 26 Apr (EWe, SW, AW).
Reports away from FF are quite rare; one was in sycamores at Miller Park,
Douglas Co, 28 Apr (SMa), and another was at Mercer Woods, Douglas Co,
4 May (JR). Surprisingly, this species is rarely reported from ICSP in
migration or summer, despite seemingly suitable habitat; however, this spring
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increased observer pressure resulted in several reports 11-15 May (MB, m.
ob.) including a count of four on 11 May (PP).
Black-throated Green Warbler: Routine reports.
Canada Warbler: The migration period was bracketed by single females, one early
at WP 11 May (MW) the other late in Sarpy Co 29 May (PS, photo). After a
big showing in 2020 of 27, only six were reported this spring.
Wilson’s Warbler: Early were singles at GPD, Cedar Co, 28 Apr (CS, EB, MB), at
North Platte, Lincoln Co, 28 Apr (AM photo), and at Cottonmill Park,
Buffalo Co, 2 May (JN).
Summer Tanager: The 14th Panhandle record was of one in lower Sowbelly Canyon,
Sioux Co, 26 May (SMl), and rare westerly was one in Buffalo Co 28 Apr
(JN, BB).
Scarlet Tanager: A migrant was westerly away from the expected migration and
summer ranges in Buffalo Co 15 May (KSk).
Western Tanager: Routine reports.
Northern Cardinal: Reports continue to increase in Scotts Bluff Co, this spring from
Mitchell to Minatare and south to Turkey Drive (m. ob.). Numbers are still
sparse between Bridgeport, Morrill Co, and Lewellen, Garden Co; one was
at Oshkosh, Garden Co, 13 May (RSk, KSk). Westerly in the Niobrara River
Valley were singles near Nenzel, Cherry C,o 6 May (HB) and at Chat
Canyon, Cherry Co, 6 May (HB). One in Tryon, McPherson Co, 16 May
(WF) was westerly in the Loup drainage.
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Early and rare in the Panhandle were two males and a
female in an Ogallala, Keith Co, yard 6 May (JO) and a male in a Mitchell,
Scotts Bluff Co, yard 8 May (KD).
Black-headed Grosbeak: One near Brady, Lincoln Co, 30 Apr (TS) was early. One
at Hutton Sanctuary, Rock Co, 30 May (JSc) was easterly.
Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports.
Lazuli Bunting: In the east, where increasingly reported in recent years, there were
seven birds at four locations 9-22 May including three at Schuyler, Colfax
Co, 9 May (D&JP).
Indigo Bunting: Routine reports
Dickcissel: Routine reports.
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On 2 November 1968 in northeastern Otoe County, Nebraska, Milton Muncie
harvested a bird (herein referred to as the 1968 specimen), subsequently identified as
an immature Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis), from a flock of about 40 Cackling
Geese (Branta hutchinsii; Cortelyou 1969). The occurrence was reported not only as
the first record of a Barnacle Goose for Nebraska, but also the first record for the North
American Interior and West (Cortelyou 1969). Cortelyou’s (1969) brief article also
included a photograph of the mounted specimen.
At the time and when subsequently reviewed by various authors, the identity
of the 1968 specimen as a Barnacle Goose was not a matter of debate. Questions about
its provenance, however, led authors (Bray et al. 1986, Sharpe et al. 2001) to consider
the species’ occurrence as a wild bird in the state to be unproven, thus “hypothetical”.
Bray et al. (1986) noted an immature in fall was a likely age class and period for a
genuine wild vagrant, but considered the Otoe County specimen an escapee, citing
Ryff (1984). Johnsgard (2018) also acknowledged the possibility the 1968 specimen
could be a true vagrant, referring to it as “apparently wild”. Barnacle Goose has
subsequently been reported four times in the state, but none of the reports are as welldocumented as the 1968 specimen. Thus, no records have been accepted and Barnacle
Goose does not appear on the Official List of the Birds of Nebraska (Brogie 2009).
Questions of provenance are often problematic for out-of-range waterfowl.
Barnacle Goose reports from across North America were, until recently, generally
considered to represent non-wild birds that originated from captive stock. These
conclusions were primarily influenced by arguments advanced by Ryff (1984), who
noted that the species is regularly kept in private collections and who also posited the
species’ range and migration patterns were not conducive for vagrancy to North
America. This stance has subsequently been questioned (Sherony 2008, Howell et al.
2014, Burrell 2017) and numerous Barnacle Goose records have now been accepted
by state or provincial records committees, especially from eastern North America
(Sherony 2014). However, records from states as close to Nebraska as Colorado
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(CBRC 2021) and Arkansas (Arkansas Audubon Society 2021) have also been
recently accepted by state bird records committees.
In 2018, the lead author noticed that a specimen mount of an apparent
Barnacle Goose at the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission headquarters in Lincoln
appeared similar to the 1968 specimen depicted in Cortelyou (1969; Figure 1). Upon
closer inspection, it was concluded the 1968 specimen and the one discovered in 2018
are one and the same. This discovery provided an opportunity to closely review the
specimen as well as conduct stable isotope analysis of feathers, which has the potential
to provide useful information about the 1968 specimen’s provenance. In the article,
we report our findings from our review and comment on how this new information
should be used when considering other reports of Barnacle Geese from Nebraska and
the Interior.

Figure 1. Original (left) published photograph from Cortelyou (1969) of the purported Barnacle
Goose harvested in Otoe County 2 November 1968. Photograph (right) of the mounted
specimen discovered at the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission headquarters in Lincoln,
Nebraska. Markings and stance of the bird, as well as the base of the mount, all appear identical.
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Methods
We visually inspected the 1968 specimen for field marks that would identify
it to species. We also inspected the 1968 specimen for obvious signs of captivity (e.g.
missing halluces, feather damage and wear). We solicited additional opinions about
the age and identification of the specimen from individuals with extensive experience
aging waterfowl, species identification or both. Randy Stutheit and Matthew Garrick
with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission have considerable skill handling,
banding and aging waterfowl, and both physically inspected the specimen. Steven
Mlodinow, Scott McWilliams (University of Rhode Island), and Joern Lehmhus
(Institute for Plant Protection in Field Crops and Grassland, Germany) have wideranging experience identifying or aging geese or both, and they reviewed photographs
of the 1968 specimen. Dr. Lehmhus has a substantial background in identifying
European geese and goose hybrids. Photographic reviewers were limited to
examination of general plumage and morphology of the 1968 specimen. We measured
the culmen, bill width and tarsus on the specimen and compared results with selected
geese species. Typically, these measurements are conducted on live animals, but we
were constrained to a static mount that we could not damage excessively by removing
the mounted base or adjusting any element of the body. Unlike feathers, which may
shrink post-mortem, bare parts (e.g., bill) are less likely to do so (Engelmoer et al.
1983). We repeated each measurement three times and averaged the results.
We also collected samples from the secondary feathers for stable isotope
analysis, following the approach used by McAlpine et al. (2020). Ratios of stable
isotopes are used to determine origins of migratory animals because these ratios vary
based on the food webs of an animal’s diet. Deuterium is a heavy hydrogen isotope
that is useful in determining an organism’s origin because it varies with climatic
conditions, namely precipitation. This results in predictable spatial variation in the
signatures across continents. Feathers are composed of keratin which is metabolically
inert after it is synthesized by an organism thus “fixing” the hydrogen isotope
“signature” of an individual bird. Adult Barnacle Geese, similar to other goose species,
undergo a wing molt and replace flight feathers while remaining in breeding areas after
nesting (Larsson 1996). Hatch-year birds, of course, also grow their feathers in
breeding areas (Larsson 1996). Thus, we were interested in hydrogen isotope levels in
the flight feathers of this goose because they should provide evidence of whether the
bird’s feathers were grown at a northern or temperate latitude. A bird with a feather
isotopic signature from a northern latitude would more likely represent a wild bird
whereas a bird with an isotopic signature from temperate latitudes would more likely
suggest a captive-reared bird that subsequently escaped.
Feather samples were sent to the U.S. Geological Survey’s Reston Stable
Isotope Laboratory where stable isotope analysis was conducted. The sample was
cleaned with a 2:1 chloroform: methanol solution, dried and prepared for stable isotope
analysis. The sample was then normalized to USGS42 (Tibetan hair), USGS43 (Indian
hair), powdered Kudu Horn, and Caribou hoof, and the isotopic value (δ2H) is reported
(in parts per thousand, ‰) in relation to the Vienna Standard Mean Ocean Water-
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Standard Light Antarctic Precipitation (VSMOW-SLAP) standard scale (Hobson et al.
2012, Toews et al. 2017, McAlpine et al. 2020). As there is not a 1:1 relationship
between hydrogen isotopes in feathers (δ2Hf) and in precipitation (δ2Hp), previous
studies have implemented transfer functions to create spatially explicit ‘isoscapes’ that
match a biological sample to a location of origin (Hobson et al. 2012, Toews et al.
2017, and McAlpine et al. 2020). Previous studies used nearby or closely related
known-origin samples to calibrate the transfer function for organic material such as
feathers and claws (Toews et al. 2017, Asante et al. 2017). This was obviously not
available to us as we do not possess other goose specimens from 1968. Therefore, we
converted mean growing season precipitation δ2Hp (Bowen et al. 2005,
waterisotopes.org) to a spatial feather isoscape using a transfer function estimated for
short distance ground foragers that was applied to samples from a vagrant Graylag
Goose (Anser anser) [δ2Hf= 0.95 * δ2Hp – 23; Hobson et al. 2012, McAlpine et al.
2020].
We used a normal probability density function to create likelihood of origin
for any spatial cell that matched the corrected feather isoscape (Asante et al. 2017,
McAlpine et al. 2020). This function includes expected standard deviation between
isotope measurements of samples from individuals from the same location. We had to
utilize values reported from other published literature given our sample of one bird
from more than 50 years ago. Hobson et al. (2012) reported variation up to 18‰ for
ground-foraging short distance migrants, and this was similar to reported deviation for
Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis; 5.6-16.5‰; Hobson et al. 2009) and slightly higher than
the 12.8‰ used for waterfowl in central Canada (Asante et al. 2017). We used 18‰
for our expected variation to allow for the highest amount of variation in our estimates
given the uncertainty related to the provenance of the specimen and general paucity of
relevant data from the 1960s. We used ArcGis Pro 2.8 to generate a likelihood of origin
map.

Results
The 1968 specimen did not have any physical indications of being reared in
captivity typically associated with domestic waterfowl (i.e. clipped halluces, feathers,
and toes). The specimen possessed a black or blackish breast, neck, primaries and tail
and extensive areas of white on the head and face, as well as the underparts (Figure 1).
These general plumage characters are consistent with Barnacle Goose and the species
has been described as unmistakable (Carboneras and Kirwan 2020). However, finer
features were not consistent with Barnacle Goose, suggesting the bird may be a hybrid.
Notably, the black areas in the loral region, hind-crown and distal portion of the head
were more extensive than is typically observed in Barnacle Geese (Figure 2).
Specifically, black extended completely behind the eye distally, connecting with the
hind-crown. The black loral area also extended completely around the eye and
encompassed the entire portion where the bill meets the lores. The neck had dark black
plumage with a subtle demarcation of faint white feathering in mid neck leading to
dark slate gray coloration from mid-neck down to the chest. Upperpart feathers also
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appeared to possess warmer tones than expected in Barnacle Geese with subtly duskier
markings on the sides and flanks. These plumage characters indicated the specimen
was likely a hybrid, most likely with a Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii).
Measurements of the culmen and bill width were similar to available
measurements of Barnacle and Cackling goose (Table 1). Tarsus measurement was
greater than the reported range for Barnacle Goose, but within the range reported for
Cackling Goose (B. h. hutchinsii). However, the utility of tarsus measurement may be
of limited value in this case because of the fixed and manipulated position of the legs
of the mounted specimen. All three measurements were outside of the range of
reported values for Canada Goose subspecies B.c. interior. We used subspecies
interior of Canada Goose and hutchinsii of Cackling Goose in these comparisons
because both breed in western Greenland (Mowbray et al. 2020a, 2020b) where
Barnacle Geese currently breed (Boertman 1994), and where there is at least the
potential for hybridization between these two species.

Figure 2. Closer view of the head of the 1968 specimen that shows more extensive black areas
on the lores and hindcrown than what is expected for an adult Barnacle Goose.

Reviewers (Mlodinow, McWilliams) concluded the 1968 specimen was a Barnacle
Goose x Cackling Goose hybrid. However, one reviewer (Lehmhus) suggested the
1968 specimen may be a Barnacle Goose x hybrid (Barnacle Goose x Cackling Goose)
backcross (herein, Barnacle Goose backcross hybrid). Canada Goose was also
considered as a possibility but is considered an unlikely parent species based on
measurements. Brant (Branta bernicla) was also considered as a possible parent

Vol. 89 No. 2

The Nebraska Bird Review

85

Figure 3. Likelihood of geographic origin of feather sample taken from 1968 specimen, with
darker shades representing higher likelihoods. The graphic shows the northeastern United
States, eastern Canada and Greenland. The large black dot is the approximate harvest location
of the 1968 specimen.

species, but Brant x Barnacle Goose hybrids often have long undertail coverts (Joern
Lehmhus, personal communication), a feature this bird did not possess. Based on our
examination of the plumage and measurements, we conclude the 1968 specimen is
most likely a Barnacle Goose x Cackling Goose hybrid or a Barnacle Goose backcross
hybrid.
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One photographic reviewer (McWilliams) suspected the 1968 specimen was
an after hatch-year (AHY) bird based on heaviness of the side barring (slight to none
in hatch-year (HY) birds, heavy in AHY), and the boldness of the wing covert edging
(blurry and not as distinct in HY bird and sharply defined in AHY). Both individuals
(Stutheit and Garrick) who physically examined the 1968 specimen concluded the
1968 specimen is an AHY based on the rounded shape and lack of obvious wear on
the tail feathers. Thus, based on these opinions, and concurrence by Lehmhus, we
conclude the 1968 specimen is an AHY bird rather than an immature as reported in
Cortelyou (1969).
Stable isotope analysis provided a δ2H value of 120.5 ‰ of the wing feather
sample. After conversion using the transfer function, the assigned geographic
likelihoods based on the isotopic reading of the feather sample are highest in the boreal
or sub-Arctic regions of central and eastern Canada, the Ungava Peninsula, and limited
areas in southern Baffin Island and Greenland (Fig 3).

Table 1. Culmen, bill width and tarsus measurements for the Nebraska goose
specimen and reported ranges or averages for Barnacle (B. leucopsis), Cackling (B. h.
hutchinsii), and Canada (B.c. interior) geese.
Metric
Culmen

Nebraska
specimen
39.0 (± 0.2)

Barnacle
Goose1
38.1

Cackling
Goose2
37.2 – 39.2

Canada
Goose3
49.9 – 51.6

Bill width

21.0 (± 0.2)

21.0

20.5 – 21.7

23.5 – 24.7

84.0 – 90.6

84.3 – 93.1

Tarsus
83.4 (± 0.7)
58.5 – 81
Reported values from Owen and Ogilvie 1979.
2
Reported values from Mowbray et al. 2020b.
3
Reported values from Thompson et al. 1999.
1

Discussion
Our reexamination of the 1968 specimen provides three important corrections
to the ornithological record. First, the 1968 specimen was originally misidentified as
a Barnacle Goose and this identification was not questioned by various authors
(including the authors of this article, until very recently) even though there was an
extant published photo. Second, the 1968 specimen was incorrectly reported to be an
immature or HY bird when it appears to be an AHY bird. Thirdly, it was assumed the
bird originated from captive stock and was not a wild bird. Based on the evidence
presented here, we conclude this bird is a wild AHY Barnacle Goose x Cackling Goose
hybrid or Barnacle Goose backcross hybrid. This conclusion has important
implications for other records of Barnacle Geese and Barnacle Goose hybrids in North

Vol. 89 No. 2

The Nebraska Bird Review

87

America, as well as other records of vagrant waterfowl from the Interior of North
America.
The number of Barnacle Geese breeding in the Greenland population has
increased markedly, from < 10,000 individuals in the 1960s to > 80,000 individuals
by 2013 (Mitchell and Hall 2013). Much of this increase has been in western
Greenland, where, as recently as 1994 (Boertman 1994) there were only four records
of Barnacle Goose there. This, along with other evidence, is one reason why plausible
arguments were made that a proportion of Barnacle Geese found in North America are
wild vagrants (Sherony 2008), countering the earlier position advanced by Ryff (1984)
that was widely accepted for many years.
Our likelihood map does indicate a possibility the feather was grown at more
southerly latitudes than expected for Cackling Geese, namely in areas of boreal forest
and boreal plains in south-central Canada (Fig. 3). However, much of this region is
dominated by habitat that Cackling Geese are not known to utilize during the breeding
season (i.e. forest), particularly during molt. Regions in the Intermountain West of
North America at high elevations (>1500m) were also excluded, as geese are not
known to use montane areas to molt, nor do we find it likely that there would be an
exotic waterfowl collection at such altitudes in the 1960s given the extremely harsh
weather conditions for the majority of the year. Even with these caveats, the highest
probabilities given the isotopic signature of the feather are > 1200km from the harvest
location and include known-breeding locations for Cackling Geese, we cannot
completely exclude the possibility that a captive-reared goose could escape from
captivity at a temperate latitude, flock and migrate with wild sub-Arctic or Arctic
breeding geese in spring and then migrate south after completing a wing molt in fall.
There is no evidence that there is a source of Cackling Goose x Barnacle Goose hybrids
in North America, since Cackling Geese, unlike Barnacle Geese, are rarely kept in
captivity in North America (Steven Mlodinow, personal communication).
Furthermore, we are unaware of any documented examples of a captive-reared
Barnacle Goose x Cackling Goose hybrid or Barnacle Goose backcross hybrid
migrating to a northern latitude, molting its wing feathers, and flying south to
Nebraska or the Midwest with Cackling Geese.
The key remaining question is where Cackling and Barnacle geese would
interact in the wild and eventually breed to produce the hybrid or hybrid backcross
that was harvested in Nebraska. The 1968 specimen occurred prior to the recent major
increases of the Barnacle Goose populations at a time when the scarcity of Barnacle
Geese in or near the established breeding range of western Greenland Cackling Geese
(Boertman 1994) would be quite likely to produce hybrids and backcross hybrids
between the two species.
Boertman (1994) described two breeding colonies of Cackling Goose
subspecies B. h. hutchinsii breeding in western Greenland; this situation was
mentioned only tangentially by Mowbray et al. (2020b) in their section entitled
“Historical Changes to the Distribution”. Apparently, these breeders had been present
from the 1950s (Mowbray et al. 2020b), perhaps not surprisingly, since the Greenland
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locations are about 600 miles from the Cackling Goose breeding locations in southern
Baffin Island, Canada. On the other hand, Barnacle Goose, while breeding in numbers
in eastern Greenland at the time, was only a vagrant to western Greenland, with only
four records (Boertman 1994). Thus, given this imbalance in numbers, it is possible
that hybrids could arise between the two species when one of the involved species has
few options for a same-species mate choice (McCracken and Wilson 2011). It is thus
probably not a coincidence that the Nebraska hybrid occurred in 1968. Subsequently,
however, Barnacle Goose breeding numbers have increased in western Greenland
(Mitchell and Hall 2013), which suggests hybridization would decline and become
quite rare as breeding birds would easily find conspecific mates.
Barnacle Goose has been reported in Nebraska on at least four other
occasions (Silcock and Jorgensen 2021); one was reported at a sandpit pond south of
the Odessa bridge in Phelps Co 9 Mar 1995 (Gubanyi 1996), another with Cackling
Geese at Massie Waterfowl Production Area (WPA), Clay Co 28 Mar-4 Apr 1998
(Brogie 1999), and a group of three was distantly photographed in Colfax Co Apr 2014
(Brogie 2015). In addition, one among a flock of geese at Harvard WPA, Clay Co 9
May 1998 (Jorgensen 2012) may have been the same individual observed at Massie
WPA earlier in that spring. All of these reports were rejected by the Nebraska
Ornithologists’ Union’s Records Committee (NOURC) because of questions of
provenance (Gubanyi 1996, Brogie 1999, 2015), as was a record of a Pink-footed
Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus), whose identity is not in dispute, at Harvard WPA 30
Jan 2006 (Brogie 2007). Pink-footed Goose also breeds in Greenland and is observed
with increasing frequency in North America (Sherony 2008). Our results from stable
isotopic analysis provide additional support that wild Arctic-breeding geese,
potentially including Greenland breeders like Barnacle Goose or its hybrids with
Cackling Goose, are quite capable of reaching North America and, specifically,
Nebraska. Thus, we believe NOURC’s precautionary approach, while defensible, is
actually counterproductive because of the tendency for unaccepted records becoming
footnotes in the ornithological record. Thus, we believe NOURC should re-review this
record as well as that of the 2006 Nebraska Pink-footed Goose. With that said, we do
not believe any of the other Barnacle Goose reports from Nebraska are supported by
indisputable photographic or specimen evidence. This is important because without
photographs we do not know if these reports excluded hybrids involving Barnacle
Geese, such as the 1968 specimen. Thus, there are no other indisputable Barnacle
Goose occurrences for Nebraska at this time.
Our study provides an entertaining conclusion to an important event in
Nebraska ornithology. Interestingly, we would have been unable to identify the
specimen discovered at the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission headquarters as
the bird harvested in 1968 if a photograph of the latter was not published or available.
We also do not know how the Commission came into possession of this mount.
Finally, our study also emphasizes the importance of tangible evidence for significant
bird records remaining extant for later examination. It seems likely that a written
description, even a detailed one, of the 1968 specimen could have conclusively
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identified the bird as a Barnacle Goose. It was only the availability of the photograph
and specimen that allowed the actual identity (as a hybrid) be determined.
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Paul A. Johnsgard
1931-2021
[The following was written by Paul Johnsgard.]
Paul Austin Johnsgard died May 28, 2021, in Lincoln, NE. He was born June 28,
1931, in Fargo, N.D., the son of Alfred Bernard and Yvonne Marguerite Johnsgard
(née Morgan). He grew up learning the prairie plants of his grandparents’ farm in
North Dakota near Christine, and roaming the woods of the Red River valley. After
graduating from Wahpeton high school, and completing two years of junior college in
Wahpeton, he transferred to the N.D. Agricultural College (now N.D.S.U.) in Fargo
to complete majors in zoology and botany (B.S., 1953). In 1955 he completed a M.S.
degree from Washington State College (now W.S.U.) based on his research on wetland
ecology in central Washington, and that same year married Lois Miriam Lampe of
Dubuque, Iowa. He
completed a Ph.D. at
Cornell
University
(1959),
researching
waterfowl evolution,
and pioneering the
application of eggwhite protein data to
avian taxonomy with
his doctoral advisor,
Charles G. Sibley. He
then spent two years in
England
doing
research on waterfowl
behavioral evolution
on National Science
Foundation and N.I.H.
postdoctoral
fellowships. In 1961 he
accepted a faculty
position
at
the
University
of
Nebraska-Lincoln. He
was promoted to full
professorship by 1969,
and in 1980 was named
an UN-L Foundation
Professor of Biological
Sciences. Over a
career of 40 years at
Paul Johnsgard. Photo by Linda R. Brown.
UN-L he directed
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twelve students to Ph.D. degrees and twelve to M.S. degrees, and taught zoology,
ecology, ornithology, and animal behavior to more than 7,000 students. After retiring
in 2001, he was named UN-L Foundation Professor Emeritus.
Paul and Lois had four children, Jay Erik, Scott Kenneth, Ann Yvonne, and Karin
Luisa. He was preceded in death by his parents, his son Jay Erik, and grandson Scott
Kenneth, Jr. He was survived by his wife Lois (who passed away on October 30, 2021)
and by their other three children (who collectively have earned four M.S. and two
Ph.D. degrees) as well as by six grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
During his UN-L career and after retirement he published 90 scholarly nonfiction books and monographs, including nine world monographs on major avian
groups. He also published four books exclusively in digital format, wrote six popular
books of fiction and/or poetry, and edited or illustrated four additional books. He also
published more than 100 peer-reviewed papers, and wrote about 150 nature-related
articles for magazines or similar publications. Nearly all his published works were
illustrated with his own drawings and photos. His 100-plus books collectively total
more than 20,000 pages, contain an estimated 2.75 million words, and occupy more
than seven feet of shelf space. His writings have been downloaded over 450,000 times
worldwide through the University of Nebraska’s Digital Commons library.
While at UN-L, Paul became the first faculty member to receive all of the
university’s most prestigious awards: its Distinguished Teaching Award, its
Outstanding Research and Creative Activity Award, and an Honorary Doctor of
Science degree. Major national recognitions included a Guggenheim Foundation
Fellowship, the National Wildlife Federation’s National Conservation Achievement
Award, the National Audubon Society’s Charles H. Callahan Award, and the
American Ornithologists’ Society’s Ralph Schreiber Conservation Award, all in
recognition of his ornithological research, writing, and conservation work. Much of
Paul’s later writings concerned the biology and conservation of cranes. He also wrote
sixteen books about Nebraska and its natural history, and some additional books on
the biology and history of the Great Plains.
In 1999 he was chosen by the Omaha World Herald as one of 100
“Extraordinary Nebraskans” of the past century, and was similarly named one of the
100 outstanding Nebraskans of the 20th century by the Lincoln Journal Star. In 2015
he was chosen by Esquire Magazine to be among 50 Americans “with style”—he was
12 years older than any of the other individuals named. In 2017 he was included by
the Lincoln Journal Star among 150 “Notable Nebraskans” in celebration of the state’s
150th anniversary.
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Paul Austin Johnsgard:
Memories of an Exceptional Naturalist
Allison E. Johnson1 and Charles R. Brown2
1
School of Biological Sciences, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE. 68588
2
Department of Biological Sciences, University of Tulsa, Tulsa, OK. 74104
On May 28, 2021 the world lost one of its most dogged advocates, and we
lost an amazing teacher, naturalist, and friend. Paul has told you in his own words in
the previous pages where he was from, where he was educated, about the immense
number of scholarly articles and books he published, and about his beautiful art that
brought the wild to all of us (https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/zeabook/30/), but we
wanted to share the person we knew Paul to be, and to relive some of our memories of
him. While Paul’s body of work will continue to impact the ornithological and
scientific communities for years to come, the man that Paul was – enthusiastic, caring,
and deeply passionate about the natural world – changed the lives of everyone he met,
and that too deserves celebration.
Paul was the pre-eminent teacher. As a professor at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL), he taught many university students, and through his
writings, he reached even more people beyond the university. There are many of us
who met him on the Platte River and had the opportunity to learn from him there, and
to take the enthusiasm and love he had for the ecology of the Great Plains and spread
it to our own friends and family. For the two of us, Paul was never officially our
teacher, but our meeting on the Platte helped to shape our love of Nebraska’s wild
places, influenced our science, and provided a model for how we share knowledge
with others.
Allison became an ornithologist because of Paul. They met in 2003 when she
was in high school. Her family had traveled to Kearney for the Rivers and Wildlife
Celebration (now Audubon’s Nebraska Crane Festival) where Paul was giving a
presentation about cranes. What it was about, she couldn’t tell you, because, as Paul
enjoyed recounting, she wasn’t paying attention to him. She was in the back of the
room, drawing in a sketchbook. Like any good professor, he was annoyed, but upon
approaching her after the presentation and seeing her drawing, he found an opportunity
to encourage a passion. He gave her a book, Song of the North Wind, and he drew in
the front a sketch of a Snow Goose. After that first meeting Paul became a constant in
her life. If she had a question, he’d write to her with the answer, or suggest a book, or
send her a book! He encouraged Allison to become a better artist. She’d show him her
sketches and he, of course, would make sure she had drawn the correct number of
primary feathers!
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Through Paul, Allison had her
first opportunity to visit the Galapagos
Islands. Before they went to the
Galapagos, he had thrifted a fabulous
pair of bright, shiny-blue Air Jordan
tennis shoes. Allison’s favorite memory
from that trip is of Paul sitting on a rock,
checking through his photos while right
next to a displaying male Blue-footed
Booby. To this day, Allison maintains
that the male booby was displaying
because the vivid blue of Paul’s shoes
had caused him to be insecure.
Paul also introduced Allison to
Charles and Mary Bomberger Brown,
who gave Allison her first experience
doing avian research in the field.
Through this, he ensured that her
continued study of birds would be a
certainty, and also ensured that, like
Charles’ study of social Cliff Swallows,
she would work on a social bird species
Australia) for her own graduate work.
Greater Prairie-Chicken by Paul Johnsgard.
In the last few years, Allison has been
doing work at UNL as a researcher, and
her office has been just down the hallway from Paul’s. While COVID kept them away
from each other in person, Paul would often leave books for her on her desk or in her
mailbox. She will forever count herself fortunate to have been his friend.
Charles met Paul in 1981, when Charles came to check out the Cedar Point
Biological Station near Ogallala as a potential site for a graduate study on Cliff
Swallows. When told that Paul Johnsgard was there at the time teaching ornithology,
Charles was star struck, because even as an undergraduate he had one of Paul’s
waterfowl books and knew him to be famous. Paul immediately expressed interest and
enthusiasm for what Charles wanted to do with Cliff Swallows, and very quickly
offered to show Charles some Cliff Swallow colonies nearby. Charles later realized
how out of character that was for Paul, because he was very stingy with his time in
those days, and Charles was not affiliated with UNL. But formal academic affiliations
never much mattered to Paul. He took Charles to two Platte River bridges where they
got a ladder out, and with Paul holding the ladder, Charles climbed up to his first cliff
swallow nests. Paul Johnsgard was holding the ladder!
Throughout the next 20 years while Paul was teaching at Cedar Point, Paul
and Charles interacted daily. Paul imparted a huge knowledge of Nebraska birds and
natural history during the many meals they shared. He was a trusted advisor to Charles
on other topics such as where to go in the Grand Tetons, what to expect on a trip to
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Kenya, or the best camera equipment to buy. Charles was incredibly fortunate to get
so much of him on a daily basis during the time he was at Cedar Point each summer.
Charles always looked forward to the sessions when Paul taught, especially the 5-week
ones that allowed plenty of time for Paul to prowl the haunts around Cedar Point and
report back on the birds he was finding. It was disappointing when he started teaching
in the shorter 3-week sessions, and after his departure each summer, Charles always
had a feeling of intense loss for the rest of that season. We can all relate to that now.
Paul liked to play tricks on his ornithology classes at Cedar Point, especially
ones that weren’t performing to his standards. Charles’ favorite, of course, was the
time Paul was giving a field quiz to the class, and they happened upon a fledgling Cliff
Swallow sitting on a wire. Paul told the class to identify it, even though they had not
seen Cliff Swallows of that age before. Juveniles have mottled foreheads and throats
and thus look a little different from adults. As the class was puzzling over the strange
bird, Paul became crestfallen when an adult Cliff Swallow arrived and fed the juvenile,
certain the game was up. But Paul still got the last laugh, as he gleefully reported later
that most of the class missed it anyway!
Although Paul and Charles had other contact outside Cedar Point, it is Paul’s
Cedar Point years that were obviously most special to Charles. He has often thought
of Paul in the years since he was a regular there: when someone wears a Cedar Point
t-shirt with one of Paul’s drawings, when ornithology classes mass along the Cedar
Point road staring off at waterbirds, when a question arises about the local status of
some bird species, or during ventures into the Sandhills when his lyrical passages in
This Fragile Land come to mind. Just over a year before Paul died, Charles gave one
of dozens of presentations about Cliff Swallows that Paul had attended over the years,
but this one was special because it described 40-year changes in Cliff Swallow biology
at Cedar Point. As Charles saw Paul sitting in the front row, it was emotional thinking
at the time that without Paul’s early influence, there well could never have been such
a project in the first place. And perhaps most of all, Paul helped to kindle Charles’ love
for Nebraska and its natural places, as he did for so many of us.
When Paul passed away, both of us were at the Cedar Point Biological
Station. Allison was teaching ornithology and Charles was studying Cliff Swallows.
It was poetic, because Paul had also taught ornithology at Cedar Point, and because
Charles was with the swallows that Paul had encouraged him to study. We debated
about going back to see him one last time, but we knew he would have wanted us to
keep doing what we love and what he had so influenced. A few days after Paul passed,
Charles gave a guest lecture to Allison’s students. At the end of his lecture, Charles
presented a picture of Paul with Allison, and told the class they were Paul’s legacy.
Paul helped us become the scientists we are today, and we are teaching the next
generation of scientists. In the end, we are all Paul’s legacy. Many have their own
memories of Paul, memories of Sandhill Cranes and prairie chickens, of photography
and long, wonderful chats. While Paul is gone, he is not forgotten, and we hope
everyone whose lives he touched continues to protect, to educate, and to impassion
just as Paul always did.
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Breeding Status of Louisiana Waterthrush (Parkesia motacilla)
in the Niobrara River Valley, North-central Nebraska
W. Ross Silcock
6810 Tournament Drive
Houston, TX 77069
silcock@rosssilcock.com

Louisiana Waterthrush carrying food to a fledgling, photographed by Renee Tressler at Fort
Falls Trail, Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry County, 31 May 2021.

An unexpected Louisiana Waterthrush breeding range extension of some 200
miles westward into the Niobrara River Valley was documented in 2021 when Renee
Tressler photographed and recorded adults and two fledged young, as well as an adult
carrying food, on Fort Falls Trail, Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry County, 31 May-14
Jun 2021 (Tressler 2021a, 2021b). Around the same time, “at least two singing
individual” Louisiana Waterthrushes were found by Paul Dougherty some eight miles
to the east at Smith Falls State Park, Cherry County, 7 June 2021, one of which was
recorded; no breeding evidence was reported, although the presence of two territorial
birds is suggestive (Dougherty 2021). A further sighting was of one photographed on
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28 July at a Niobrara River spring branch canyon 1-2 mi south of Fort Niobrara NWR
headquarters, at 42.87552, -100.48946 (Tressler 2021c).

Spectrogram of a Louisiana Waterthrush song recorded 14 June 2021 by Renee Tressler at a
newly discovered breeding location at Fort Falls Trail, Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry County,
Nebraska.

Spectrogram of a Louisiana Waterthrush song recorded 7 June 2021 by Paul Dougherty at a
newly discovered location for the species at Smith Falls State Park, Cherry County, Nebraska.

The Fort Falls record is the farthest northwestward breeding record for the
species in its summer range (eBird.org, Species Map). Until Tressler’s 2021 discovery,
breeding by Louisiana Waterthrush in the Niobrara River Valley was unknown,
although two observations deserve mention. The identity of a waterthrush at Fort Falls
Trail, Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 10 July 2019 was undetermined at the time
(Finch 2019) but, given the discovery of breeding birds there in 2021, it is possible
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that Louisiana Waterthrushes were present for the two years prior to 2021. In Knox
Co, 7-22 Jul 2009, a single singer was observed on each of a few occasions on private
property from the bridge crossing Schindler Creek (Mark Brogie, personal
communication). The habitat seemed suitable for breeding, and the duration and
timing of the singer’s presence further reinforces the possibility of breeding,
although there have been no subsequent sightings at this limited access location
despite several visits (Mark Brogie, personal communication).
There are few known breeding locations of Louisiana Waterthrush in
northern Nebraska. Closest to the Niobrara River Valley are numerous reports in
recent years from Ponca State Park (SP), Dixon County, suggesting the presence of at
least two breeding pairs; a singer was “on territory” 3 May 2015, singers were
recorded on two territories in 2017, at least one singer was present 16-23 May 2020,
and a pair was reported 8-13 May 2021 (Silcock and Jorgensen 2021). Other than the
Knox County sightings in July 2009 mentioned above, the only report of Louisiana
Waterthrush between Ponca SP and Smith Falls SP is of a single bird along East Bow
Creek at 885 Road, Cedar County, 22 July 2016 (William Flack,
https://eBird.org/checklist/S30811126); habitat there did not seem conducive to
breeding (Shari Schwartz, John Carlini, pers. comm.) and, although the bird may have
been a migrant, there is a large nearby area of forested hills along the Missouri River
between Wynot, Knox County, and Maskell, Dixon Co that has not been searched for
Louisiana Waterthrush.
Elsewhere in northeastern Nebraska, reported summering sites are in
Missouri River counties Dakota and Thurston. One near Hubbard, Dakota County, 9
June 2013 (Huser, https://eBird.org/checklist/S64099531) was in apparently suitable
breeding habitat. In extreme northern Thurston County, one was seen 18 June 1999, a
pair was present 20 July 2002, 2-4 birds were there 4 July 2005, and one was there 13
June 2006 (Silcock and Jorgensen 2021). There have been no subsequent reports from
Dakota or Thurston Counties.
An intriguing possibility is that an American Dipper reported 1 May 1977
(Maddux 1977) about 8-10 miles east of Valentine along the Niobrara River, between
the sites where Louisiana Waterthrushes were reported in 2021, may have been a
waterthrush. The description, while suggestive of American Dipper, might also apply
to Louisiana Waterthrush, or given the date, Northern Waterthrush (M.
noveboracensis). The sighting was reported as follows:
On 1 May 1977 I observed a Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) on the
south bank of the Niobrara River about eight to ten miles east of
Valentine. The bird was the appropriate size, shape, and color,
and exhibited the bobbing motion that is characteristic of the
species. I have observed the species in Colorado a number of
years ago and I am quite sure of the identification. - E. H.
Maddux, Wauneta
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In general, key requirements for Louisiana Waterthrush breeding habitat are
(1) clean, flowing, mostly headwater streams and spring fed seeps, (2) >40% closed
forest canopy (Prosser and Brooks 1998), (3) optimal 30-69% deciduous in mixed
deciduous/conifer forest (Prosser and Brooks 1998), (4) near-vertical vegetated banks
that provide nest sites a few feet above potential rain-induced flash floods, and (5)
stream margins undisturbed by cattle. Locating breeding Louisiana Waterthrushes in
the oftentimes remote and rugged habitat they occupy requires a willingness to tackle
their habitat. Bennett (2003), in discussing similarly remote streamside habitat
occupied by sister species Northern Waterthrush in southeastern Wyoming, stated
“Not only are these habitats difficult to navigate, most of the lower-elevation
streamside habitat in the region is privately owned and difficult to reach, and therefore
not adequately surveyed”. As a result, breeding sites in southeastern Wyoming
remained undetected until surveys were conducted in the early 2000s (Bennett 2003).
There are no known limiting factors (e.g. clearcutting) that prior to 2021 could
have prevented Louisiana Waterthrushes from utilizing suitable Cherry Co spring
branch canyon habitat that has been available since the last glacial recession, but due
to a deficiency in surveys of off-trail riparian waterthrush habitat, it is difficult
to definitively determine whether the Niobrara River Valley sightings indicate
breeding range expansion or discovery of breeding birds previously undetected. As
stated by Silcock and Jorgensen (2021): “Because its specialized habitat generally
exists in remote and poorly accessible locations, finding and studying this species can
be difficult even for observers familiar with its song and call notes. We believe that
few observers have undertaken the challenge of locating nests, or even locating the
species”. Nebraska reports of Louisiana Waterthrush in eBird have increased markedly
since 2011 commensurate with a major increase in numbers of eBird reporters and
overall eBird reports, in large part a result of extensive field work beginning in 2010
by Shari Schwartz, John Carlini, Ross Silcock, Sam Manning, Joel Jorgensen, and
Stephen Brenner that has revealed a significant population of 66 documented breeding
territories in the state (Silcock and Jorgensen 2021). Since there is no current rationale
for the Nebraska population to have expanded so significantly since 2010, a
parsimonious conclusion may be that the species was largely overlooked prior to that
date.
The patchy distribution of summering Louisiana Waterthrushes in
northeastern Nebraska and the Niobrara River Valley suggests the following
questions: are there undetected summering/breeding waterthrushes along the many
headwater streams that flow into the Niobrara River and the Missouri River west of
Ponca SP, and, if not, why not? What among the five characteristics of suitable habitat
listed above are limiting? Only thorough surveying on both public and private streams
can answer these questions. Initial survey efforts would be greatly minimized if
streams can be identified that meet the criteria for suitable habitat listed above. Once
these streams are surveyed, streams meeting fewer criteria should be surveyed; the
presence or absence of waterthrushes could be linked to the presence of one or more
of these criteria.
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Remembering Elaine Bachel 1946-2021
By Ruthie Stearns
Elaine Bachel was born June 6, 1946, in Itasca County, Minnesota, and
passed away May 22, 2021, in Lincoln. She lived in Minnesota until she was ten, and
it was there that she developed her love of the outdoors, especially birds. When her
father passed away, Elaine, her sister and her mother moved to Omaha to live with her
grandmother. She graduated from Omaha South High School and then attended
college in Omaha, graduating as a registered nurse in 1968. She worked for many years
for Lincoln ENT physician Dr. Charles Barton. It was in working for him and traveling
to clinics around the state that she learned to pilot an airplane. She said Dr. Barton told
her if something happened to him, she needed to know how to fly. Also, she worked
about two years for the state of Nebraska at the Department of Health and Human
Services.
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Elaine Bachel with Great Horned Owl in 2010. Photo courtesy of Dina Barta, Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission Conservation Officer.

In 1986, Elaine began volunteering for Raptor Recovery Nebraska (now
Raptor Conservation Alliance), a non-profit organization dedicated to providing care
and support to injured and orphaned raptors. She always had owls and other raptors in
the basement of her home, both rescues to be released and those that stayed with her.
In her career as a raptor conservator, she cared for at least 500 owls.
I knew of Elaine because she was a friend of a friend. But our birding
friendship began one day in 2010, when she called and asked if I wanted to go
birding. I was eager to go birding with her, but it was January, so I asked her what
birds you can see in Nebraska in January. Elaine just laughed. We drove around Platte
River and Schramm State Parks, but ended up at Jack Sinn WMA, and I saw my first
Rough-legged Hawk, along with a Merlin, a Northern Harrier and a Horned
Lark. Other notables that day were titmice at Schramm and an American Kestrel at
Platte River. Over the next weeks, she would call again, and she took me all over
southeast Nebraska that late winter and early spring. Then she invited me along for a
week of birding in Ohio, where for five amazing days we birded a boardwalk at Magee
Marsh, finding warblers of all kinds, including several firsts for me: Prothonotary,
Golden-winged, and Mourning, among others.
Over these years, there isn’t a bird in Nebraska or a gravel road or a tucked
away birding area that doesn’t bring an Elaine story to my mind. We went
everywhere. She showed me the birds, and how to find the birds and where they would
be. I can’t say enough what this gift of birding has meant to me. It’s what I always
wanted to do, my whole life, and she gave that to me.
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